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Tue evils that we do are mortgages 
on life that must be paid sometimo, 


A DESIRE for usefulness is the forerunner 
of happiness not only here but hereafter. 


THE evil thoughts, words and actions 
of mankind may be likened to hell hounds 
that howl on their tracks. 


Zearors who do not possess good judg- 
ment with prudence are a hindrance to 
the cause they would champion. 


THE good thoughts, words and actions 
of mankind are the sparkling gems that 
shine so brightly, cheering their pathway. 


We must remember that justice cannot 
be measured by a plumbet, nor weighed 
by the scales; only the sympathies of a 
generous heart and a properly attuned 
conscience can adjust it. All should see to 


it that they are well up in the scale of 
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human sympathy for the misfortunes of | 


others; for “The Lord loveth the cheerful 
giver” was not idle saying. 


Ricues, power and fame cannot scale the 
heights of pride; neither can poverty with 
misery escape its blasting coils, It is the 
‘jack o’lantern ” that lures its followers 
into the marshes of corruption, 


SPIRITUALI8M is the advocate of temper- 
ance, not only as to intoxicating drinks 
but also in abstinence from injurious food. 
Intemperance hinders the growth or un- 
foldment of the soul; hence it is the na- 
tural enemy of spirituality. 


SHOULD we not be deeply impressed | 
with that scene where Jesus wept over the 
city of Jerusalem; while we may be in- 
clined to think that the same gentle, loving 
spirit is sorrowing over the Church to-day, 
because the love of God and the brother- 
hood of man is not her controling spirit. 


Ir is sad to think that the two factiona 
in Ireland, both calling themselves Chris- 
tians,are go filled withenmity and hatred 
toward each other, that the civil govern- 
ment must stand between them to keep 
peace, and that for this cause Ireland should 
be denied the right of self-yovernment. 
Truly, this is a poor commentary on both 
the Catholic and the Protestant religions, 
showing clearly that if they have ever had | 
the spirit of the teachings of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, the Prince of Peace, they 
have entirely lost sight of it. 


Humanity under our boasted civiliza- 
tion is not progressive so long as the rich 
can become richer, and the poor poorer; 
what the end may be is not difficult to 
prophecy,—anarchy, demoralization and 
destruction; in other words, revolution. 
But after the hurricane comes the calm, 
the bright sunshine, and a better state of 
things; for the law of experience comes ` 


| fellow men. 


NO. 19. 


in and teaches humanity a lesson, dear 
bought though it be. Let us then be wise 
in time, and try to inaugurate a higher 
government of mankind individually and 
collectively, thereby making social cy- 
clones and upheavals an impossibility. 


One who is really charitable at heart 
will have liberal thoughts, devise liberal 
things and carry out liberal purposes in 
works. It is easy to frame words into 
speech that will make a delightful sound, 
and appear beautifully in print; but when 
the time comes in which we should set 
our neighbor upon equal rights of liberty 
with ourselves and perhaps to our own 
disadvantage; then the time for charitable 


| action has oome; then the summit which 


in the acme of the soul’s test is reached. 
How many, Oh, how many there are who 
being weighed in that balance are found 
wanting! Then they fall to a lower depth 
than. those who have made no professions 
of charity, because deception is added to 
their weakness. Good angels are disap- 
pointed and weep: the bad ones are vic- 
torious and rejoice. Good men’s heartsare 
heavy :the bad laugh with “I told youso.” 


Traca the little child to be kind to the 
kitten, the lap dog and not to kill the flies 
on the window for the sake of amusement 
because this promotes the growth of the 
disposition that will be kind to little broth- 
ers and sisters, to playmates, to school 
fellows and in after life to all humanity, 
To encourage the opposite principle in the 
child is to promote a quarrelsome disposi- 
tion toward playmates, which in after life 
developes itself in cruelty to animals, in- 
tolerance, oppression and malice toward 
What an uncightly thing is 
a gnarly, knotty, crooked tree, the imper- 
fections of which, nature is striving to 
cover with new bark and new growth when 
compared with the straight, well propor- 
tioned tree, its beauty is a pleasure and its 
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material is useful. Parents, teach the ten- 
der plants how to grow up straight in the 
nursery, for it is all important for them 
and for you, both now and hereafter. 


SHALAM COLONY OF TOURISTS. | 


Many of our readersare doubtless aware 
of the existence of the colony in New 
Mexico; founded on the plan and principles 


set forth in Oahspe the New Bible, written | 


by Dr. John B. Newbrough, and fully 
advertised in the Banner of Light and other 
spiritual papers, It would seem that the 
colony is disintegrating, by the following 
item taken from the Kio Grande Republican 
of Las Cruces, N. M.:-- 


Dr. Tanner, of the Shalam colony, has deserted the 


sinking ship and gone back to the states to again enter | 


the lecture field. Outside of his cranky notions the 
doctor was not such a bad fellow and in fact was very 
well liked by those who met him in the two years he 
has made this county his home. He expressed his be- 


lief that man can go withont food longer than forty days | 


und we would not be surprised to hear that he tries to 
exceed his former days of fasting. 


It has often been demonstrated that a 
sħall colony having all things in com- 
mon falls to pieces. 
nation do, attempting the same thing. 


COME UP HIGHER. 


If Spiritualism, as it is called, is to take 
the place of all other religions, to absorb 
all others into itself, it must possess inher- 
ent qualities, above and superior to all 
other religions. And it does; but how 
few comprehend it,—how few realize it. 
Even many so called Spiritualists are sat- 
isfied to feed on the husks ofSpiritualism, 
—are content to sit in the vestibule, instead 
of the “Inner Temple.” 

How many, even after having proof 
after proof of physical manifestations, still 
run after them as the one thing needful, 
when there is that which is so much higher, 
so much further on. The mere proof of the 


phenomena ofspirit intercourse, spirit con- | 


wol, is not all there is of Spiritualism. 
That 18 only the A B C,—it is only the 
gate through which to enter into the inner 
temple of the spirit, to listen to the teach- 
ings of those who have gone on before, 
and have come back laden with the rich 
treasures of their experience in the spirit 
world, and the effect their natural life and 
conduct bad on them upon their entrance 
there. 


their mode of life, habits and occupations, 


and how strange it seems, that such apa- | 


thy should prevail among people in re- 
gard to knowing more of that country, to 


What would a whole | 


We are actually made acquainted 
with a new world, and its inhabitants, and | 
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which they are all hasting, and who have 
already so many near and dear friends 
| there, who are only too anxious to com- 
municate with them, If it was any coun- 
| try on the terrestrial globe, the places 
for the means of communication would be 
so crowded, that there would scarcely be 
standing room; but in this case there are 
many who cry “humbug,” while others 
| are indifferent, and seem to think it will 
be time enough when they are ushered 
into that country, not realizing that there 
may be some preparation necessary, and 
that to neglect it now, while it may not 
prove a fatal mistake for all time, as some 
| religions claim, still they may lose what 
otherwise they might have enjoyed. They 
may have io take a lower seat at their 
Father’s table, by neglecting to put on, 
(by good works,) the wedding garment. 
Then they may find to their chagrin and 
regret, that others knocked at the inner 
sanctuary and were admitted, while they 
loitered by the way, and fed on the husks, 
instead of the true spiritual food. The 
| Christianity of to day, (not the truo spirit- 
ual teachings of Jesus) has been tried in 
the balance and found wanting. It has 
not brought its adherents up to that stan- 
dard of charity and unselfishness that was 
| and is claimed for it. 

And what shall we say of the so-called 
Christian nations,—the name of “Shylock” 
fits them quite as well as those upon whom 
they have put it, (the Jews). Their pro- 
| fessions are like ‘sounding brass, and 
tinkling cymbals,’’—they are hollow and 
| meaningless. 

Each man is striving to get the better 
of his neighbor ; their charity consists in 
dropping a little money into the platter 
atthe church, or on the street, to ease 
their conscience,— perhaps to offset some 
sharp practice in the counting room oron 
’Change. We want a religion that will 
make itself felt in every act of our lives, 
in the chambers of our hearts, at all times 
and at all places—and when we come to 
realize that the eyes of our dear spirit 
friends, before whom we would quail to 
do a mean, much less a criminal, act, are 
upon us, and that they can read our inmost 
thoughts, how much more careful will be 
every act of our lives. But there should 
| be a far higher motive, vız.: To do right 

because it is right; and when we make 
this our standard of action we shall have 
no need for priest or dogma, croed or 
catechism. ‘Then may we tear down our 
| jails and penitentiaries, and our property 
| will be safe without locks or bars, § 


Let us cease preaching so much on dog- 
mas and doctrine, and pay more attention 
to deeds. Let each man understand that 
he will be held responsible for every act, 
—yes, every thought, of his life, and that 
when he comes to the hour of death there 
will be no scapegoat on which he may 
throw his sins; but that he will have to 
wear them out in penitenceand shame, in 
that world to which we are all hastening. 
Bring up his moral and individual statas, 
educate him to understand the rights and 
wrongs of everyday life between man and 
man, and a state of society would be 
brought about suchas so-called Christian- 
ity has never produced, and the world 
has never seen, The child whose better 
nature has never been appealed to, but 
who is threatened, beaten and banged 
about, is always ready to do wrong, be- 
cause it has never been taught moral re- 
sponsibility and the principles of right. 

Would that there were more “ good 
Samaritans” among us. There are some, 
and they go about quietly doing their 
work. These properly belong to no sect, 
or nationality; they are inborn followers 
of the “ meek and lowly Jesus,” who went 
about doing good. Why cannot we all 
follow his example wherever opportunity 
offers, without tacking on a lot of dogmas 
that have little or no foundation in fact, 
and which bewilder the senses, and lead 
the mind off from the main idea of “ Love 
to God, the Father,” and love to all His 
children, the whole human family. But 
poor, blind man must struggle on, do 
wrong, be selfish, unjust and cruel to his 
brother man, thinking thereby to enhance 
his own happiness, when he is only put- 
ting nails in its coffin, A little while and 
death will strip him of his avaricious, ill- 
gotten gains, and he will stand forth in 
the world of spirits, reaching out for his 
money god, but will not be able to touch 
it; and having utterly neglected his spir- 
itual culture, he will stand on that shore 
as shriveled as a mummy and as “a 
stranger in a strange land.” 

Life is short and soon passes away ; 40 
let us cach try to do something that will 
be a picasure for us to look back upon, 
when we come to take a retrospective 
view of our lives, which we all must do, 
sooner or later. It is all there waiting 
for ua, and wo must gaze upon it with the 
increased light of the spirit world shining 
on it. Let us,then, think of these things, 
and see if we cannot come up higher, and 
eat of the rich fruits of Love, Charity, and 
unselfishness toward all mankind. 
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For Light in the West. 
MORE LIGHT. 


BY MRS. F. W. TOEDT. 


From land and sea, from valley, hill and dale, 

Borne on the gentle breeze, or the wings of the mighty gale; 
Comes a wish from human hearts and e’en from everywhere 
F or some knowledge of that land, which lies “just over there,” 
And shall this pleading prayer unanswered be; 

Shall we not guide these st rmtossed mariners at sea, 

Or shall we idle stand; aud stretch not forth 

Our hands, so richly filled with gems of worth? 


Shall we not strew thought jewels o er their way, 

That they may gather them from day to day? 

And make more bright their dreary, cheerless way 

As through earth’s dark and lonely paths they stray? 

We answer, Yes, to those who have this priceless treasure 
T’was giv’n to you that you might give to others pleasure 
And not to hoard away and deal out at your leisure, 

( To those whose need is great) in full or scanty measure. 


But freely from your store of kuowledge give 

That those who mourn the dead, may know trey live, 

That they return with hearts still filled with old time love 
To tell you of that brighter, fairer home above; 

To tell you of their glad release from sorrowing earths 

Yo tell of their new home, in which of joy there ia no dearth 
Which waits the earthworn soul at its new birth 

From this dark vale of tears, to that fair land of worth. 


They tell us not of great white throres, and God, 

They speak not of that city paved with shining gold; 

But only of the just and true reward 

For every well spent hoor of life; they’ve told 

Their eyes have not beheld the wonders of that heaven 
Of which the preachers talk one day in seven; 

Nor yet, to them, have been revealed that hell or devil, 
But a just place, where each soul finds its own true level. 


And they, soon leaving earih-conditions far behind, 
Come back to bear to us the welcome sound 
Thatin that bright and glorious summer clime 

Can rest and comfort, peace and labor al! be found, 


For Light ın the West. 


SPIRIT AND MATTER—EVOLUTION 
AND PROGRESS. 


BY JOHN CUNINGHAM. 


PART Il. 


These subjects have now entered upon | 


extraordinary phases ; and they have come 
to engross paramount attention in the 
ranks of the highest intellects and educa- 
tions of our day. I propose briefly to pic- 
ture, that all questions and dialectics on 
religions, of any pretext or name, fade into 
dimness before the more momentous and 
solid IssuE looming up between pure Spirit- 
ualism and pure Materialism, Although 
I have studied out Darwin’s special mean- 
ings, his expositions of facts and deductions 
from them are too minute and complex, 


for my limited space to give room to free | 


quotations from his two books ( the only 
ones here pertinent,) to wit: Descent of 
Man and Origin of Species, It is better 
here to avail myself of some correct con- 
densed remarks made by other eliminators 
in regard to them—to how they are under- 
stood by philosophers, and to what extent 
applicable to the higher issue. I concede 
the general truth of Darwin’s main materi- 
alistic proposition—but only as far as it 
goes as to physical facts and laws; and | 


[l 
| 


reject all the outside and strained specula- 
tions by materialistic philosophers based 
upon it. The various crudities rife about 
Evolution—the outbursts, many of thom, of 
ignorant fancies propagated by persons 
who have never oven read Darwin, and 
who could or did not understand him if 
they had—I can but treat here as chaff 
floating in the wind, although such stuff 
and its prurient dissemination are great 
disturbers to the cause of knowledge aud 
truth, and its ready spread among man- 
kind. Few enter on the labor of study ; 
still fewer can or do think—or think logi- 
cally on grave topics, 


What has been the general conviction 
through the ages that man is a spirit being 


incarnated in a physical body which is | 


thereby rendered sentient or living (a formu 
lary, stated in substance in the biblical 
Genesis, of how man became “a living 
soul,” and the purport of which is main- 
tained, also, by the Brahmins, Zoroastrians, 
Buddhists, Mahomotans, Jews and Indiana, 
as by so-called Christians,) is directly con- 
tradicted by all Materialists, lead now by 
Huxley, Bert, Haeckel, Tyndall, Herbert 
Spencer and such others, but is, also, really 
eschewed by the proposition that soul or 
Spirit is only refined matter, Darwin does 
it only indirectly, by giving it no recogni- 
tion; and the Evolution urged by these 
philosophers pertains strictly, so far as 
facts go, to the material structural or form 
evolvement of matter as such—Darwin’s 
proposition in science. Darwin does not 
propound any spiritual or even chemical 
evolvement, however he may imply it —on 
these he wasreticent. But on those facts, 
ascertained and discussed by Darwin, these 
mental speculators are rearing the struc- 
ture of a so called scientific theory( now 
styled Darwinism) which seeks to subvert 
all religious and even present political 
doctrinal systems. Evolution, then, as 
understood by them, means only, as to 
man, hisevolution as a Material being, and 


| denies any psychic evolvement ( which 


Spiritualists call Progress,) of or in him, 
now orhereafter. In the aspect of man as 
a spirital incarnated being or organism on 
earth, the expression: “ man is an evolu- 
tion,” has no scientific significance for 
either Materialists or Spiritualists—to the 
former it implies an element (spirit) not 


| existing, according to their theory, in liv- 


ing man any more than in his corpse; and 
to the latter that it does imply tnat clement, 
which, according to their tencts, is an 
untransformable essence. Thetarm “form” 
or structure, or any word to which the 


prefix trans can be attached, whether as 
to matter or spirit, has a basic meaning in 
the inquiry on both sides, as will herein- 
after more fully appear. 


The assertion that spirit is “refined” — 
“attenuated’—or “sublimated” matter, is 
evidently incongruous in meaning to the 
two parties | have named. It whirls all 
into mental chaos; or, rather, it seems to 
force all into a theory of transcendental 
Materialism—with matter as the assumed 


| basic element, essential to all conditions of 


existence, now and hereafter, And when 
man or a decarnated spirit assumes incar- 
nation to be a general buman fact, and 
even re-incarnation as a sometimes fact ; 
and when in face of these admitted data, 
he then announces that spirit is matter of 
any kind or degree, he asserts that which 
is anomalous in itself, and inconsistent with 
the accepted meanings of the terms them- 
selves and their propositions. Avowed 
Materiafists do not undertake to account 
for the origin of the universe or to assign 
any primary cause of or motor to life's 
many varied manifestations, in either the 
vegetable or animal kingdoms; nor did 
Darwin, Mere “spontaneity” has been 
assigned by some ; Reason rejects it, And 
they especially shirk all questions as to the 
incipiency, tho nature and the displays (not 
materialistic signs) of intelligence, and as 
to its motive forces. They cannot deny 
the two-fold resultants of these; and yet 
they predicate their opinions only of 
tangible and ponderous matter and its dis- 
plays. This estops them from defining a 
primitive causo, essence or force ; yet they 
ignore this, by boldly denying the ex- 
istence of such a Power or Intelligence as 
wecallGod. But spirito materialists admit 
this divine existence; and yet attribute 
spiritual beings and manifestations to sub- 
limated matter! Or, do both of these par- 
ties intend to leave it to be implied that 
there is a Power, differing in nature from 
matter, which, while governing the universe 
in every detail, is distinct from and notof 
it, and which makes thespirit of man any- 
thing else than an emanation which we 
claim to be life and “God in man ?” 

Now science, in the absolute or abstract, 
requires one of three postulates: (1) that 
spirit is the essence of all things, including 
matter ; (2) that matter is the essence of all 
things, including the spiritual ; (8) or that 
spirit and matter are distinct entitics, cor- 
related with each other, in accordance with 
the semblance of their respective manifes- 
tations, Neither of these three abstract 
propositions embraces any ynes:ions as t) 
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either evolution or progression, As by 
one of these postulates the ethics of life 
are to be or are determined, itisto be said 
to all parties, men or spirits, concerned : 
“Under what flag, Bazonian?” And yet 
atill, the most important practical ques- 
tion for man, at his present stage, is not 
so much what were either the beginnings or 
natures of spirit and matter, but how they 
now actin or upon his conduct and destiny. 

If spirit is matter, sublimated or not, 
there is no need or use for religion or its 
ides, though there may be for knowledge, 
if mind can be accounted for. Sic transit 
gloria mundi. 

And why are minds and spirits so dis- 
posed to contradict each other, if both are 
physical? Their bodies do not do so, of 
themselves. Does sublimation induce dis- 
cord instead of harmony? Do material 
bodies love, and not spirits ? Do not chem- 
ical affinities or repulsions, of which very 
slight variations convert materials from 
suitable food into poison and vice versa, 
require a beneficent spiritual influence or 


psychic law, exerted by intelligence, in | 


their adjustment? Let the spirit of Dar- 
win rise and explain ! 

All the cloudy dogmatisms of earth will 
be in the deep bosom of a lethean ocean 
buried, by the more exigent inquiry: is 
the intellectual capacity of man matter or 
a higher element ? His convictions upon 
it will determine his destiny for ages. It 
will affect his every thought, action 
and relation. 

I am indebted for the following quota- 
tions, to an article entitled DARWINISM AND 
Democracy by Mr. W. S. Lilly, an able 
English writer, published in the English 
Fortnightly Review, and from it repub- 
lished in the Eclectic Magazine for March 
instant, at New York. Mr. Lilly remarks, 
It will be well then, to note here that, 
as much Platonism is vulgarly current for 
which you will search in vain the philo- 
sopher of Acadame, as the Lutheranism of 
the present day consists largely of opinions 
of which the founder of Protestantism was 
guiltless, soa great deal passes for Dar- 
winism which is not to be found in the 
writings of Mr. Darwin. What the life- 
long labors of that patient and conscier- 
ticus inquirer seali established, we will 
consider by and-by.” 

Mr. Darwin’s problem, in brief, is: that, 
from the first indications of life on earth 
(according to geology,) vegetable or ani- 
mal, and specially from the Eocene period 
and from the molluscan stage of embry- 
onic animalism, Nature, by a persistent 


system of “ natural selection,” producing 
myriads of “ variations” in the the mate- 
rial structures and forms of plants and ani- 
mals, in the direction of improved capa- 
city to endure the exigences of life- exist: 
ence on earth, cstablished, as the usual 
resuit, the ie of the “survival of the fit- 
test,’’ in the course of generations. And 
that this law has lead to the present con- 
dition of vegetable and animal forms and 
their capabilities. He established these 
truths by facts ; but he does not discuss or 
claim any spiritual development. 

To recur to Mr. Lilly; he states, “ A 
host of savants, French, German and 
English, who have sought in Darwinism 
the key to well-nigh all the world’s enig- 
mas,” embraced it at large. “Foremost 
among these is Professor Haeckel, whose 
writings have unquestionably done more 
than Darwin’s own for the diffusion.of 
what is generally known as Darwinism,” 

` “Of these the most notable is 
Hockl theory of abio-genesis, which 
amounts to this: tnat the organic comes 
out of the inorganic as its adequate cause, 
by a process similar to that whereby the 
molecules of chrystalline bodies assume 
regular form, The general result at which 
he arrives is a purely physical explanation 
of life. The persistence of matter and en- 
ergy,” (which is the key word of Herbert 
Spencer,) “the correlation of forces, dissi- 
pation of forces, sufficiently explain for 
him the wondrous All ;” . . Haeckel 
“will allow of no activities in the organ- 
ism but the chemical and the mechanic ;” 

. Haeckel says, “that the component 
paysia parts of the protoplasm, properly 
united, produce the soul and body of the 
animated world, and suitably nursed be- 
come man. With this single argument tho 
mystery ofthe universe is explained, the 
Deity annulled, and a new era of infinite 
knowledge ushered in ;” . “that life, 
at first generated spontaneously, has 
ascended from the simplest form of pro- 
toplasm to the human automaton, through 
the twenty-two distinct stages of evolu- 
tion which the Prof. bas excogitited.” 

Mr. Lilly farther states that many French 
philosophers and polititions urge that, “it 
is upon ‘natural truths’ that the founda 
tion of the public order must rest. Physical 
science is the only true science, and its 
methodsare the only true methods. Meta- 
physics and transcende:talism, and, still 
more, ‘all religion and all religiosity’ are 
mere shadows, serving to divert men’s 
attention from phenomenal realities which 
are the only realities, and to hinder pro- 


gress in the material arts of life, which is 
the only progress, ‘Ia democratie, ob- 
serves a very popular exponent of it, 
‘démolit Dieu, démolit tout le vieux monde, 
et une chose seule reste—l’evolution scien- 
tifique.’” This ignores spirit, and these 
tenets bring Materialism and Spiritualism, 
as tbe real gigantic antagonists, face to 
face in conflict over all that pertains to 
science, government, the religious idea, 
social duty, and present and future spirit- 
ual existonce, responsibility and progress. 
And the conflict it seems is not confined 
to mortals, The natural religionists, the 
spirito-materialists, the medico—atheistic 
school, the politico-mater‘alists, (who now 
say that “ ‘the Revolution delights in call- 
ing itself Atheistic”), the Materialists eo 
nomine, all stand on the same basis—Matter. 
But the greater mass of mankind who in- 
tuitively recognize God, who are conscious 
of soul and spiritual thought, who feel the 
internal emotions of love, duty and rev- 
erence — yes, all who sce Omniscience in 
every phase of nature, stand on the same 
basis—Spirit. 

Mr. Lilly, in due course, remarks: It is 
difficult to see why the speculations of 
Professors should be more binding upon 
our belief than the revelations of Prophets. 
We will turn, then, from the Darwinism 
of Herr Haeckel to the Darwinism of Mr. 
Darwin. What may the researches of 
that indefatigable worker be taken to 
have established ? The supreme problem 
to which he addressed himself was the 
origin of the human race as a distinct species. 
I shall present his solution of that pro- 
blem in his own words, taken from the 
summary with which he ends his book on 
the Descent of Man: ‘the main conclusion 
arrived at in this work, and now held by 
many naturalists who are well competent 
to form a sound judgment, is that man is 
descended from some less highly organ- 
ized form. The grounds upon which this 
conclusion rests will never be shaken, for 
the close similarity between man and the 
lower animals in embryonic development, 
as wellas innumerable points of structure 
and constitution, both of high and of the 
most trifling importance — the rudiments 
which he retains, and the abnormal rever- 
sions to which he is occasionally liable — 
are facts which cannot be disputed. They 
have long been known, but until recently 
they told us nothing with respect to the 
origin of man, Now when viewed by the 
light of our knowledge of the whole or- 
ganic world, their meaning is unmistaka- 
ble, . . . By considering the embryologi- 
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cal structure of man, the homologies which 
he presents with the lower animals, the 
radiments which he retaina, and the rever- 
sions to which he is liable, we can partly 
recall in imagining the former condition 
of our early progenitors, and can approx- 
imately place them in their position in 
the zoological series. We thus learn that 
man is descended from a hairy quadruped, 
furnished with a tail and pointed ears, 


probably arborial in its habits, and an | 


inhabitant of the Old World. This crea- 
ture, if its whole structure had been exam- 
ined by a naturalist, would have been 
classed amongst the Quadramana, surely as 
would the common and still more ancient 
progenitors of the Old and Now World 
monkeys. The Quadramana and all the 
higher mammals are probably derived 


from an ancient marsupial animal’.—Such_ 


is Mr. Darwin’s main conclusion, and the 
principal instruments by which he sup 
poses this vast transformation to have been 
wrought are the law of natural selection 
in the struggle for existence, and the law 
of sexual selection.” 

Some popular fallacies necd correction ; 
it will be observed that Mr. Durwin does 
not derive man from a monkey any more 
than from a kangaroo, a dog, a cow, a 
hog, a horse or an elephant, nor ary of 
these from each oth r; on the contrary 
he treats these as distinct forms of species- 


dirivations from more ancient forms of | 


lifəe— mollusks and others, to which he 
elsewhere adverts. Of the different mam- 
mal vertebrate animals, including man, 


the Quadramana came nearest to him; and 


all had descents from marine forms. Note 
his dictum that “man descended from some 
less highly organized form;” this does not 
imply a trans form from any other verte 
brats, witha tail,to man. A modification 
of form is not a transform. 

But this whole demonstration of mater- 
ial evolution does not rebut the incarnation 
cf spirit, nor its intelligent Progression. 
Evolution and progress keep correlated 
pace together, in animal relations. Even 
the spirits (intelligences) of some inferior 
animals in their distinct individuality, 
have made unmistakable manifestations. 
When I resided fora few years in New 
York [I was present at one of many pri- 
vate séarces (numerous at my residence,) 
given by a powerful medium (Mrs. Linde- 
ley) for spirit form-materialization, under 
careful test conditions, at whicha remark- 
able and well known Newfoundland dog, 
which in its earth-life bad belonged to a 
person nearly connected with me, made 


manifestations so peculiar and sui generis 
(I wish I had space to give full details,) 
that all present were satisfied that it wasa 


| spirit-manifestation of the dog himself. 


If Darwin’s argument in any way or ex- 
tent refutes what are now known as spirit- 
forms, it does those of humans as those of 
inferior animals; or, it confirms bcth. 

Mr. Darwin bimself warns us that his 
own views are sometimes “highly specu- 
lative,” and that “some will doubtless 
prove to be erroneous.” Iagree with Mr. 
Lilly in saying: I know of no writer in 
whom breathes more amply the spirit of 
the ancient philosopher: “Don’t believe 
Socrates, but your own reason, which 
Socrates helps you to use.” Let all lay 
to heart the dictate of Hebrew wisdom— 
“First understand, then argue.” I have 
often observed that many who are poor 
pupils and scrutinizers, set up for profi- 
cient teachers in Spiritualism. Practical- 
ity, even in emotions but not imaginations, 
distinguishes it, 

Darwin did not come to know or to 
recognize anything of Psychometry —yet 
others as reliable have; and while he never 
found any specimens of what he would 
have called “sublimated matter,” he never 
perceived, as some have done in mater- 
ial elements, the auras of the spiritual 
kingdom. 

What shall be the Public Opinion of 
Mankind and of Spiritdom as to the con- 
stituency and future life of man, has be- 
come the paramount consideration in the 
policy of his education. 


SPIRIT TELEGRAPHY. 
To the Editor of the Light in the West : 


We are so fortunate as to have in C—- 
a medium (but not a public one) who re- 
ceives communications from our spirit 
friends by telegraph, through an instru- 
ment procured at the office of the Western 
Union Telegraph Company, and the same 
as is in use in telegraph offices, a few slight 
alterations being made under the direc- 
tion of the spirit operators upon the other 
side. These alterations are mainly in caus- 
ing the lines to work with greater ease, 
and in placing the insurument ina small 
box of just sufficient size to hold it. It is 
connected by what is called a short circuit 
witha small battery. Both are then placed 


| upon a table, in strong light, and can be 


examined by all present, who may sit as 
close to it as they please, while in opera- 
tion. The medium simply touches the 
box with his fingers, or takes hold of the 


| 
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wires leading from the battery to the 
box with his hands, when the communi- 
cations come just as distinctly and rap- 
idly as through the instruments in our 
telegraph offices, and can be read by any 
telegraph operator. On several occasions 


| I have been present when from one to 


five operators from telegraph offices were 


| also in attendance,—some one of them 


reading the messages as ticked off by the 
instrument, the medium simply touching 
the box containing the instrument with his 
fingers. I have known it to repeat several 
words,when conditions were favorable, tho 
medium simply holding his hands over it. 

I will here state that the medium, ( whom 
I will call Mr. R.) is now engaged in com- 
mercial pursuits, but some years ago 
studied and became proficient in telegra- 
phy; and the principal operater on the 
spirit side is afriend with whom he studied. 

I hope in the near future to be able to 
give you an account of how my friend, 
Mr. R., developed from a strict member 
of one of our churches and froma belief 
that Spiritualism was all humbug, to be- 
come a medium. 


It was my good fortune, a few wecks 
ago, to have a sitting with my telegraphic 
friend, with no one present but the medium, 
his wife and four of my most intimate 
friends, whom I had invited. One of these, 
whom I will call the Philosopher, is a 
close student and great admirer of the 
philosophy taught by Charles Darwin. 

Soon after our arrival the instrument 
was placed upon the table, and we were 
at once greeted by our spirit friends, who 
soon gave way to the spirit of Charls 
Darwin. (Now what drew him to our cir- 
cle—he had not been called for or spoken 
of; was it not the congeniality between 
him and the Philosopher?) 

When the name of the great scientist 
was announced the Philosopher became 
greatly interested, and an animated con- 
versation ensued, which I will not attempt 
to repeat — there was too much of it for 
one to remember. They conversed for 
perhaps an hour; but their language was 
too scientific for me to well understand. 
However, I will give a few points that 
attracted my attention :— 

The Philosopher soon inquired of Mr, 
Darwin what his opportunities were now 
for investigating his favorite philosophy ; 
to which Mr. Darwin replied, that they 
were vastly better than when on carth; 
that he could now see clearly what was 
then dark to him. The Philosopher next 
inquired as to the correctness of the phil- 
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ssophy as taught by him on earth. The 
reply to this was, in substance, that in the 
main he found it correct; but that he made 
many, many mistakes, the most grievous 
one of which was in the fundamental prin- 
ciple— attempting to create man out of 
matter; that he desired to correct these 
errors, and would do so as soon as he 
could find a scientist whom he could con- 
trol, and who would believeit to be really 
Charles Darwin the scientist communi- 
cating. Much more passed between the 
two, which I can not att»mpt to relate— 
I only wish notes of it had been taken. 

When the conversation between Dar- 
win and the philosopher had ceased, I 
requested the spirit to answer me a ques- 
tion, to which he promptly assented. I 
then said to him: 

“We ‘are taught that God made man 
after His own image ; consequently, when 
we think of God we are apt to imagine 
Him a Being shaped like ourselves. How 
is this understood over on your side— 
are we correct?” 

The answer came quickly— 

“Tt is not correct; it is an error. What 
you call God is the great creating spirit of 
the universe. Man is a part of God,—a 
spark thrown off from the Great Spirit. 
Imagine, if you please, a great circle. Man 
is placed upon it an infant, and commences 
his long journey around it. His first great 
change is what you call death ; from thence 
he progresses, onward and onward, from 
sphere to sphere, until he reaches the 
place of beginning, when he again becomes 
a part of the Great Spirit, but retains 
his individuality.” 

This ended our sitting. Now does this 
not closely correspond with the philo- 
sophy, or religion, of some of the people 
in far off Asia, (whom we call heathen) 
who claim always to have held communi- 
cation with the spirits of their departed 
friends? 
medium will not consent to throw his 
great gift open to the public; but heshrinks 
from it. He is a young man, and has 
marked out commercial pursuits as his 
work in life. H. 


CHRISTIAN REGISTER : “It is not denied,” 
says an exchange, “that the subject of infant 
sa vation presents difficulties of some magnitude.” 
But to whom,—to God or to the thelogians ? 


Tuis from a New York daily: “© A New York 
Sunday-school teacher told her pupils that, when 
they put their pennies into the contribution box, 
she wanted each one to repeat a Bible verse suit- 
able to the occasi-n. The first boy dropped in 
his cent, saying, ‘ The Lord loveth a cheerful 


I regret exceedingly that our | 
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giver.’ The next boy dropped his penny into 
the box, saying, ‘He that giveth to the poor 
lendeth to the Lord.’ The third and youngest 
boy dropped in his penny. saying, ‘ A fool and 
his money are soon parted.’ ” 


For Light in the West, 


BEST LOOK AT THINGS AS THEY ARE. 
BY V. C, TAYLOR. 

Every person endowed with reason and 
observation, knows that knowledge is not of 
volition, but of fact. Belief is quite another 
thing, and thrives equally well on superstition 
and conceit, as on evidence : being amphibious, 
it plunges—with a thud—into the waters of 
ignorance and inhales its muddy environment 
with the same immunity that it does, in turn, 
the atmosphere above. Facile, unreasoning 
belief is the foe of thought, the encumering 
weight—yea, the ‘old man of the sea’’—that 
hampers and delays the wheels of progress, 


| and, like those of the fabled Egyptians in the 


Red Sea, causes them to‘ drave heavily.” Yet, 
there are thousands—yes, millions—of those, 
who have never given athought to the subject, 
who innocently suppose that a person can 
believe anything, (provided it be sufficiently 
vague and intangible)that he fancies or desires. 
But when brought to stern proof, such illusions 
vanish, like the mists of the morning before 
the advancing rays of the sun. A mother 
hears that her son has been drowned. Mater- 
nal instinct repels the report. Yet, when she 
sees his cold form lying on the shore, she real- 
izes that neither volition nor deprecation averts 
the stunning blow. It becomes now a question 
of reality, of remorseless, inexorable fact. 
These reflections are suggestion of the causes 
that still bind the mind of the orthodox world 
to their traditional beliefs, and the means most 
effectual for relaxing and extirpating those 
beliefs. Instance, the blind servility of the 
ignorant laity of the Catholic church, to the 
behests of the Priesthood. In palliation of this 
itis often said, with seeming speciousness, that 
it is better that such ignorance should be con- 


troled, even by ulterior design, than be suffered | 


to go unrestrained, in eccentric and wayward 


directions :—that, in short, until such ignor- | 


ance can be removed, or enlightened, it had 
better, for the safety of society, be under sur- 
veillance, even of sinister motives. Once, when 
«winter delayed inthe lap of spring ° a wise(?) 
farmer remarked to a wiser lawyer: ‘ The 
weather won't get any warmer till the big snow 
drifts are gone.” “ And,”* added the lawyer, 
“the snow drifts will not go until it gets 
warmer.” There isthe whole case in anut shell. 
What Jesuitism Aas been it would be now but for 
the aggression of enlightened sentiment: and, 
step by step and inch by inch, ecclesiasticism 
must be combatted until ‘it is relegated to the 
oblivion that awaits to give it sanctuary. It 
will never take itself off. It has none of the 
penchant of Mr. Obidiah Oldback for com- 
mitting suicide. It has far too lusty gastron- 
omic proclivities for the ‘loaves and fishes,” 
to let up on the gudgeons that purvey to its 


obesity, to quitits hold until itis invited to leave, 
by a metaphorical ‘‘histe,’’ from the front ex- 
tremity of the nether understanding of an 
enlightened and progressive sentiment, that 
will not longer brook its intolerance. 

Still, no cause was ever abetted by the angry 
antagonism of sword or tongue. The ques- 
tion then recurs—in the parlance of Boss Tweed 
and compatriots, —‘What are yon going to do 
about it??? Reason is effective, on general 
principles and in certain cases, but not all pow- 
erful. It is said to be both wasteful and boot- 
less to ‘hunt snipe with a field-piece:”’ it is 
no less so, to squander time and breath in try- 
ing to make another see and accept what 
seems very simple and perspicuous to your- 
self, and, always remembering, which some- 
body else don’t see, and is bound not to see. 
The most effectual weapon, as every body 
knows, in such inveterate, case-hardened in- 
stances is ridicule; not angrily, but pleasantly 
and rallyingly administered. The ego must 
not be assailed; else you are ‘‘taking a dog 
by the ears.” This principle runs not only 
through the human, but animal kingdom. We 
bear patiently and without affront, all the fun 
thatis “poked” at us at our expense so long 
as it zs fun, but which we would resent in a 
moment, if ‘bad blood’’ was behind it. So, a 
master may pet his dog; pounding him on 
the ribs until he fairly aches with pain, and 
he will langh and evince pleasure, when, if a 
tithe of the force was put in the blow, accom- 
panied with a rebuke, the creature would slink 
away, crestfallen and abashed. 

The instinct of self-defence is perhaps not 
greater, or more assertive, than is that of 
self-respect, with its concomitant impulse of 
exacting deference to the ego, or individual 
selfhood. This is right; implying the golden- 
rule-principle, that what we exact, we must 
as freely accord. 

But, to resume the trend of our intent. 
About thirty-tive years ago, when Spiritualism 
was in “swaddling clothes’? and a foot-ball 
fo eyery bigot and sectarian to kick, there 


-was published in the city of St. Louis, a paper, 


under the caption of “ Light from the Spirit 
World ;” and from its columns we read a motto 
which, during the interregnence of that time 
and the present, has not been transcribed, 


| save on memory’s tablet,and the remembrance 


of which is ever a living monitor, indexing a 
principle so palpable, that ‘ he who runs may 
read” and apprehend its full import. It was: 

“ The reliances of error must be shaken, or truth 
must remain silent.” 

If ever words should be written in letters of 
gold, that sentence should be voted apotheosis. 
It takes but a small grain of comprehension 
to understand, that when a vessel is full of 
water, it can not be filled again, until emptied 
of its first contents; but, what is equally true, 
though seemingly less apparant, is, that se 
long as the mind rests in error, the presence 
of that error excludes the entrance of truth. 
Leaving the sectar‘an world an l coming home 
to Spiritualism, what do we find, in the mat- 
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ter of fact? All our numbers seeing ‘eye to 
eye” on the question of attitude before the 
world? Not at all; but instead, our guasi breth- 
ren present the diversity of color that Jacob's 
kine did: — ‘pied, ring-streaked, speckled, 
dun,” ad libitum. We have “Christian Spir- 
itualists,’’ Spiritualists ‘‘ Methodist,” ‘ Bap- 
tist,” Episcopal,” ete., ete., through the entire 
orthodox category. Why? Simply because 
all such have entered the vestibule of phenom- 
ena only, and not the inner temple of the phil- 
osophy of Spiritualism aud drank at the fount 
of its all-saving and healing waters. Do we 
hear rebuke, for this plain utterance? Listen ; 
and you shall have the words of one, whose 
authority you will doubtless not contemn :— 
« He that is not with me is against me; and he 
that gathereth not with me, scattereth abroad.” 


(Matt. 12: 30.) While not presuming to act | 


the magister morum, or assume the didactie in 
behalf of others, we will institute a kind of 
Socratic Sabbath School on private account; 
where nobody will be involved, but the game 
of battle dore will be between Teacher and 
Scholar. The “Scholar” will prove a trifle 
more politie than ingenuous and, unlike Fal- 
staff, will give a ‘reason on compulsion,” 
when driven to the wall :— 

Teacher.—What is the chief end of man, 
from a worldly standpoint? 


Scholar.—The chief end of man is to look | 


out for No. 1 first, last and all the time, and 
for others when it costs nothing. 


T.—This doesn’t attest a very high degree | 
of saintship, surely ; how does man bear him- | 


self toward his fellow-beings? Is his manner 
praise-worthy ? 

S.—Entirely so. He is hale-fellow-well-met, 
and, strietly in accordance with the injunction 
of the apostle, is “all things to all men” that 


he may (please) some. 


T.—How about missionary work? We learn | 


from Spiritualism that the higher spirits de- 
scend to the spheres of the lower and ‘ preach 
to the spirits in prison ;’? how does this pro- 
cedure strike you? 

S.—Fine! You see they ean shoot off with- 
out its being known, and get off their little 
sermons; then shoot back again, and if ac- 
cused of going down among the ‘‘ rabble,” 
swear, like Peter, that they ‘knew net the 
min ;’—that they want it distinctly under- 
stood they are sticklers for caste; and are not 
in the habit of smirehing their spotiess(?) robes 
by brushing against the soiled, tattered gar- 
ments of those poor wretches who are pro- 
seribed as non-society members—in good and 
regular standing. 


T.— Yes, but how about missionary-work | 
is this sublinary sphere; do you believe in it? 


$.—Of course [ do,—on the sly, when you 
don't compromise your standing by it, or men- 
ace trade or any other personal interests. 

T.—How about ‘letting your light shine ;’ 
do you practice it? 

S.—Certainly! Certainly! but not on the 
‘casting pearls’ principle, nor like Diogenes, 
to be parading your light aboutinthe daytime 


when it ain't needed: but, policeman-like, to 
carry a ‘bull's eye,” with a good cover to it, 
and be mighty careful not. to let it be throw- 
ing its beams around loose,— especially when 
you don't know but that you may be seen by 
some of the elite in your own clique. 

T.— Well, ihat is one way, to be sure, but 
let’s get at first principles and the root of the 
matter on this missionary question. In the 
work of evangelizing, which is the customary 
way ;— for the missionary to go voluntarily 
into the field, or wait ‘till the heathen call him 
to his work; in other words, should he be pas- 
sive or aggressive? 

S.—Well, now, that’s a ‘‘poser:’’ by the 
way, you are plying me with questions that 
are getting troublesome; but as you wanta 
straight answer I will say that, come to think 
it over, I don’t remember a solitary case where 
there was ever any “calling ” done, except in 
that of Paul, when he was in Macedonia; but it 


| was he, not the heathen, who did the calling. 


T.—All cf which developes the rather im- 
portant fact that if we are going into the mis- 


| sionary business, we should probably wait un- 


til we kept company with Methuselah, in age, 
if we sit with folded arms, waiting to be invited 
out to change somebcdy'’s cherished beliefs, 
however false and illusive. I see you do not 
believe in placing yourself as David caused 
Uriah to be,—in the “fore front of the battle,” 
but in fighting on the outskirts of the field. 

S.—-Yes, sir! I believe in keeping myself 
whole of limb, and not being a target to stop 
the enemy's bullets. Let me tell you how I 
practised in the “late unpleasantness.” I 
composed a little song and sent it home to 
my mother. It ran thus :— 


Just before the batile, mother, 
I was eating Trish stew, 

And when I saw the en’wy coming 
To the rear I quickly flew. 


T.—Are you a Materialist ; or do you believe 
in a hereafter? 

S.— Believe in a hereafter? Of course— 
where everything will be gay and lovely. 

T.— Well, with your principles of playing 


the triffler, shirk and flunky, about what do | 


you expect your “port and bearing” to be; 
about what kind of a figure do you expect to 


cut, when you land on the other side? Expect | 


to be seen strutting the streets of the New 
Jerusalem, I suppose, and hebnobing with 
Stephen the martyr who was stoned for Truth’s 
sake: no doubt you would “make up fine ` to 
form such a brace of saints. Let me tell you: 
you had better think twice before you presume 
on finding the next world plain sailing and a 
pienic grove, for such sluggards, cowards and 
trucklers as you to caper in. Go! and like Obi- 
diah, “ begin anew thy journey and thy life.” 


* * 

On the question of propagandism it may be 
asked—* what guod does it do, to obtrude upon 
others truths which they are reluctant to hear?” 
No vood; unless you can constrain or pur- 
suade them to listen: but Spiritualism stands 
alone—of all other subjects—in that its appeals 
are ad hominem. With no other armor would 
it be safe to assail the Goliath of orthodoxy, 
mured in prescription, indurated in prejudice, 
fossilized in bigotry, and as insensate as Brutus 
at the execution of his sons,—yet like Brutus, 


| Language is inadequate to ¢ 
| oceasion.”? 


incapable of restraining tears, when the in- 
stinet of nature and affection are awakened in 
the innermost recesses of the soul. The peo- 
ple of Rome refused to condemn Manlius, 
while he pleaded for his life in sight of the 
Capitol he had so bravely defended; likewise 
will sectarianism relax, and become respectful 
and interested, when Spiritualism becomes the 
messenger of intelligence from the loved and 
departed, from whom, in no other way, the 
word that all is well, they still live and are 
supremely happy, can be telephoned back to 
mourning, yearning hearts, still tarrying on 
the shores of Time. 

{tis a mistake, tosupposethat words ‘fitly 
spoken,” are always lost, because not assented 
to, at the time. ‘They may be combatted and 
repudiated, but, having found lodgement, even 
in an uncongenial and unsympathising breast 
if they were the evangles of truth, their recur- 
ring precepts will leaven and transform the 
mind in which they are cast, ‘after many 
days: ` hence, every explanation made to those 
unacquainted with the philosophy of Spiritual- 
ism, of what death and the after-life is, will 
be of the greatest importance to them, when 
they leave the body and pass on. 

If any one argument could be adduced tu 
make me believe in a veritable devil, it would be 
that he fabricated, concocted and drafted the 
scheme of old theology—with all its repulsive, 
astrecious details. Spurgeon, in his second 
series of sermons, gives a picture of a mother, 
sitting on the battlements of heaven, thrum- 
ming her harp and screaming hallelujahs to 
the “Lamb that was slain ’’—with an occa- 
sional let-up, long erough to look down into 
hell, to see her son, roasting and screaching— 
all for the crime of not ‘being born again,” 
aecording to the Hogle of orthodoxy. He puts 
into her mouth something like these moth- 
erly and sympathising words :—‘‘It’s all right, 
my son! You see the justice of God so plain 
now, youought to be grateful for the privilege 
of being damned, (‘glory hallelujah,’) you 
shouldn't have been playing ‘poker’ and 
‘seven up, when you ought to have been learn- 
ing your Catechisms and Dvgmatisms,”’ ete., 
ete. Comment might be made, but the case 
is similar to that of the individual who, in 
ascending a hill with a load of turnips, cast a 
backward glance from the summit, to see that 
the end hoard had fallen out, and that the 
road was bestrewn with turnips, for a quarter 
of a mile in the rear. [le only said: I puss! 

i justice to the 
Another beatification is to be 
sleeping forever—making a bolster of the breast 
of Jesus : 
ti When the last dews of kindly sleep, 

My weary eyelids gently steep, 

Be iy last thovght, how sweet to rest 

Forever, on my Savior’s breast *? 

Let-us see. At every tick of the clock, or 
at every second, a human being is ushered 
into the next world. Allowing that one quar- 
ter only are among the ‘elect, here is one, 
in every four seconds that wants sleeping 
accommodations. Saying nothing about what 
the size of the pillow must be, it will strike 
every one, that such an unending employment 
for Jesus would, in the language of Mark 
Twain, be ‘slightly monotonous.’ 

While it seems impossible that such vagaries 
could ever find berth and acceptance among 
intelligent beings, they impose, in all serious- 
ness, an obligation on every friend and lover 
of the race, to do whatsoever in his power, to 
extirpate them, and plant in their stead, the 
more rational, philosophical principles of a 
system, that will commend itself to the sensi- 
bilities of reason and the moral exigencies of 
the soul: and it is needless to say, to those fa- 
miliar with the questions at issue, that Spirit- 
ualism, alone, can supply the desideratum. 
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For Light in the West 
THE REST. 
BY MARY F. TUCKER. 
‘With these slow, unsteady feet, 
To'rd the everlasting rest, 
To’rd the angel-trodden street, 
In the city of the blest, 
I am journeying, and the day 
Is not very far away, 
When the pearly gates shall be 
Opened joyfully for me. 


If I sometimes feel regret 
When the shadows blur and blind, 
For the life I cherish yet, 
For the things I leave behind, 
It is only for a day; 
Then the shadows flee away, 
And with undimmed eyes [ see 
The approaching: jubilee. 


And the precious ones who slept 
In a long, unbroken sleep, 

W hose departure I have wept, 
And whose memory I keep, 
They will meet me on the shore, 

They will greet me as of yore; 
And their love will be a crown 
On my forehead resting down. 


In yon heavenly demesne, 

By the radiance of the throre, 
‘We shall see as we are seen, 

And shall know as we are known. 
We shall lift exulting palms, 
We shall sing rejoicing psalms, 

In the city of the blest, 

In the everlasting rest. 


WHY I BECAME A SPIRITUALIST. 


(Copyright Secured.) 
BY iy Oii. 
CHAPTER XII. 

From time immemcrial it has been the cus- 
tom, when any class of people, or even a lo- 
cality, got a peculiar name for anything, to 
class them all alike, as all the same. But that 
manner of judging of men and things has 
been proven over and over again to be falla- 
cious. Even in the time of Jesus of Nazareth 
when the many wonderful works were nvised 
about that He had done, the people where 
incredulous, and said: ‘Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” 

And so it is too often to-day; we condemn 
whole nations for the acts of a few, and cast 
a cloud over families for the act of some scape- 
goat init. Nothing can be more unjust; for 
all persons should be held responsible only 
for their own shortcomings. But the world 
is all too apt to see the mote in a brother’s eye. 

There are many, very many who will con- 


demn ali religion, because it has produced a | 


“ Parson Downs," charging up their supposed 
misconduct, together with many others who 
have fallen from grace, as it is called, to the 
cause, rather than to the individuals who have 
committed the sins. And so it is with Spirit- 
nalism; because there are many black sheep, 
or weak brothers and sisters, professing and 
boasting of their spirituality while they hardly 
know what it is; except that they believe in 


spirit intercourse and control, which is really 
only the first round in the ladder of spiritual 
truth and progress. I have said this much by 
way of explanation, because | intend in this 
chapter to show some of the pitfalls into 
which investigators are liable to fall. And 
while the statements I shall make are literally 
true, still they should not be charged to Spir- 
itualism, nor be confounded with the grand 
and humanitarian principles, that come to us 
through that source. 

The teachings of Jesus were grand, indeed, 
and far in advance of the day in which He 
lived; still, there were some things in them 
that were, and are, utterly impracticable to 
live out in every day life. Jf every man could 
be suddenly converted to Jesus’ doctrines and 
live them, it might be well, but for individuals 


| to attempt to live up to them, would be like 


placing a sclitary sheep among a pack of 
ravening wolves. 

Those who have read the forgoing chapters 
of this series have seen how I felt my way 
along, among doubts and fears, and every 
once in a while ran into clouds thick as the 
darkness of Egypt, that ‘ could be felt,” and 
if it had not been that when I looked back, I 
saw that I had outgrown orthodoxy, and that 
if I abandoned my spiritual investigation I 
should be without belief, creed, or anything 
to sustain me in life, or in the trying hour of 
death, and thus haying ‘burned my ships be- 
hind me,” there was nothing to do but to 
press on, and seek for pure and unalloyed 
truth wherever I could find it. I must say 
that I often had to dig deep into the mire and 
clay, to get a grain of pure gold, and some- 
times when I thoughtI was on the high road 
to truth and progress, I would find that E had 
to retrace my steps, and begin anew my inves- 
tigation, in some other direction, and through 
some other source. For while I found some 
who were undoubtedly mediums, and that at 
times spirits of a high order came through 
them, (as witness Samuel through the witch 
of Endor) still, I found they were human, and 
often very human at that. 

I remember, one lady, undoubtedly a me- 
dium of a high order, who gave me test after 
lest, and communications that breathed of 
t love to God and love to man ”’ in every sen- 
tence, held up a pure life as all essential to 
happiness here and hereafter. And yet that 
medium, seemingly entranced, (though I after- 
wards doubted it), said to me: 

“Do you know that we are eternal com- 
panions? “ 

“ No,” said I. 

“Yes we are; for don’t you know, that 
man alone is not whole? He is only part of 
a man, and never can be perfectly happy un- 
til he is conjoined with his affinity.” 

I said I believed that the all-wise Creator 
intended that man ‘should not live alone,’ 
but that I was not prepared to believe in the 
“ eternal companion” part of it, nor was I 
willing to accept of it, and make my choice 
now; “and furthermore, ” I said, ‘I have al- 


ready undertaken to ‘love, honor, and pro- 
tect’ one now in the form, and while she does 
not think as I do on the subject ı f Spiritual- 
ism, still, in many other respects we are ex- 
actly suited,—and in any case, I intend to 
live out my life with her until death calls one 
or the other of us hence.” Such was my pur- 
pose, and such I have carried cut. 

I know that St. Paul says, ‘Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together,” but who shall dare 
to decide? And besides St. Paul is poor au- 
thority where a woman is part of the contract; 
for he seemed to think she didn’t amount to 
much and should keep out of sight, and not 
be heard. But a higher law is coming into 
use, and woman will yet stand by the side of 
man, in all his intellectual and spiritual at- 
tainments, St. Paul to the contrary notwith- 
standing. The law of experience and the law 
of right, are worth more than all the teach- 
ings of all the St. Pauls that ever lived. 

I remember another case where I found I 
was treading on quicksand and the quicker I 
got out of it the better. I had been attend- 
ing the seances, and also private sittings, of a 
noted medium for some time, and had had 
many convincing proofs of spirit presence, 
and still believe—indeed, know that there was 
no deception ; fer the tests I received were nu- 
merous and beyond cavil. But it must be borne 
in mind that spirits over on the other side are 
not only fallible as we are, but often lower in 
development than we are, and often become a 
party to things that we are apt to think should 
be beneath the purpose of any one in the spirit 
world. But when it is evplained, that many, 
very many, have never left the earth sphere 
after death, and have not advanced percepti- 
bly either morally, intellectually, or in any 
way,—in fact have merely cast off the outer 
coat, they are not properly in the spirit world. 
They are still on the earth plane and have 
merely parted with their body, while their 
tastes and occupations are of the earth, earthy, 
coming en rapport with others of earth and 


‘thus continuing their earth life occupations, 


—be it the love of gold, love of iiquor, or 
what not. We know this will be matter of 
great cavil with many, and particularly with 
church members; but it is none the less true. 
Everything in the spirit world is natural 
as it is here, and the transition from one 
stage of life to another, is as natural as any 
other life. The spheres, reaching out and out 
from earth, like so many bands or circles, are 
peopled with those who were once denizens uf 
earth, in all stages of progress, and develop- 
ment. It is all natural, governed by natural 
law; for no miracles are necessary to carry 
out the laws of God, which are beautiful and 
harmonious when properly understood. 

In regard to the lady I have spoken of, I took 
great pains to ascertain the genuineness of her 
mediumship, and watched her closely, while 
sitting for inyself, and for others, and must 
pronounce her a genuine medium. But as I 
have said before, she might be a genuine mce- 
dium, but a medium for very undeveloped 
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spirits; and here is where not only the inves- 
tigator, but the life long Spiritualist must be 
on the alert, and “ try the spirits whether they 
are of God ” or truth. 

I found this medium was much of the time 
surrounded by spirits that took great interest 
in everyday affairs, and particularly specula- 
tive things, such as stock, mines, etc., and 
many persons came to see and consult with 
her in connection with these. But I was in- 
vestigating for another, and I hope and be- 
lieve, a higher object and purpose, and took 
little interest in these, as I had lived out the 
worldy, ambitious part of my life, and was 
looking beyond, to know what to do to fit my- 
self for a higher and better life. And judge of 
my surprise one day, when we were sitting 
alone, waiting for some demonstration, to 
hear her enter upon a new subject, and the 
following conversation ensued :— 

“ Did youever study Theosophy?” she asked. 

« No, not to any extent,” was my reply. “L 
have read Madam Blavatsky’s book, and some 
other of their literature; but I can hardly say 
I have studied it.” 

She then said that she had, and that it was 
a step higher than Spiritualism; that it gave 
more power here, and hereafter; that it was 
a secret science; that that society could ac- 
complish anything by the combined effort of 
its members; that it held the key as it were, 
to the spiritual realm, etc, etc. 

I said I thought a pure, useful and unselfish 
life, and an investigating, progressive mind, 
free to accept what seemed to it the high- 
est truth, was all that was necessary to enter 
the other world with. But she thought not. 
She thought that the Theosophists were pos- 
sessed of secrets that were vital to power and 
happiness in this world as well as in the next. 

She then asked me, if [ believed in reincar- 
nation. and if I had not often, on first seeing 
places and things, remembered having seen 
them before or thought them familiar. 

Yes, I had often seem things for the first 
time, and yet thought them familiar; but I 
thought that was because I had seem some- 
thing like them that caused the last to look 
familiar. But she said not so. That many per- 
sons now on the earth plane, had lived before 
on this earth, and had been sent back on a 
mission, or to rectify some misdeed even 
though they might not be aware of it She 
then continued : 

“I know I have been reincarnated: I can 
remember who I was, and many things that 
occured in my former life. I was Cleopatra, 
and you were Mark Anthony. 

I confess I was taken a good deal aback, 
and I said, “ I can’t see the consistency, nor 
the objectof such reincarnation. For my part 
I am satisfied to live this life out, but no more 
of it. I have no desire to repeat it or extend 
it, and rather then come back here, and re- 
peat the life in the form, with all its mishaps, 
and drawbacks, I would prefer to lie in the 
ground, as inanimate clay. If there is no 
more rapid development, than to come back 


an infant, time and again, into this trouble- 


some world, to have to fight all its tempta- 
tions and sorrows, I would much prefer to go 
back to mother earth, and remain there. 

But she thought not. She thought that if 1 
would aceept the situation, and become Mark 
Anthony, No.2, I would not see life in so som- 
bre a color. However, I could not be con- 
vinced that reincarnation either did occur, or 
that there was any good reason why it should 


| do so; for I had been taught by those that I 


considered wise and good spirits, that ‘what 
we failed to acquire in the rudimental spheres 
legitimate there to, we would have to ac- 
quire in the next sphere aboveit, by com- 
ing en rapport with those in affinity with us, 


which was all the reimcaration they knew of. | 


Fortunately, this teaching came to me before 


I met that medium, or I might have adopted | 


her idea of reincarnation, which I consider 
a fallacy. 

And again I say, “Try the spirits,’ and 
watch well the medium; for while they may 
be real and true mediums, still they are a gate- 
way open to all, and all spirits are not saints or 
infallible, because they have passed through 
the change called death. Remember Peter 
who denied his Master, and yet was one of the 
best of his disciples. 

Some may say, ‘* It is a dangerous thing to 
consult the spirits,—better let it alone.” Not 
at all. Juvestigate with your eyes open; read it 
as you would a book, judge of everything, as 
you would a business proposition. Find. a 
good and truthful medium, and there are 
plenty such, in private life, and you will have 
found a gem above price. You will have 
found un open door for your friends and the 
spirit world at large to come in and talk with 
you, and you with them; and through that 
you will derive such comfort, such knowledge, 
such strength, that death wil] lose all its ter- 
rors and you will be a better man even here, 
and will start on your journey in eternity, with 
your purse and scrip already in your hand, 
with nothing to deter you from mounting the 
steps of the glorious beyond; while others 
who have shut their eyes, and have said, 
“ There is no light,” will have to walk over 
the ground you have trod while on earth, 
while you are scaling heights of eternal bliss. 

(To be Continued.) 


For Light in the West. 
EXISTING CHARITIES A FAILURE—A 
REMEDY SUGGESTED. 
BY MRS. M. L. MCGINDLEY. 

In consequence of the diversity of the men- 
tal and physical organizations of the people, 
mankind have in all countries and ages been 
subjected to such sorrows and misfortunes as 
to mar and in numberless instances destroy 
their happiness. Atftlictive diseases, poverty, 
violations of law and inherent cruelty have 
been among the chief agents that have bowed 
the shoulders and burdened and often broken 
the hearts ef millions of our race. Greece and 
Rome during their period of culture and re- 
nown through the wisdom and self-sacritice 
of their philanthropic philosophers and states- 
men comprehended the necessity for not only 
uhe proper rearing and training of children, 
the adaptation of employment of a suitable 
character to each and the making of suitable 
provision for the aged and infirm, but also for 
the establishment of adequate facilities for the 


reformation of offenders and for a humane 
and equitable administration of rules and reg- 
ulations for the sustenance and protection of 
the deserving poor. The wisdom and benev- 
olence thus displayed greatly contributed to 
the strength, stability and power of these great 
and unexampled governments. Offenders 
other than the vilest characters were regarded 
with pity rather than with hate, and in their 


classification were numbered with the unfor- 


tunate classes, the elevation of whom was in- 
cumbent upon the state. 

This broad and liberal policy resulting as it 
did from that phenomenal] intelligence and 
charitable spirit that distinguished the people 
of those nations in that age, was a grand aux- 
ilary of that sublime refinement that produced 
the poetry, general literature, sculpture, archi- 
teeture, music and painting which stands unri- 
valed in any age. 

The overthrow of the ancient civilizations 
through enforced ecclesiasticism not only 
destroyed the wise, humane and considerate 
systems that were established and maintained 
for all classes of unfortunate people, but engen- 
dered in the mind of the ruling class a spirit 


| of selfishness and cruelty that was in direct 


antagonism with that praiseworthy spirit of 
charity which so greatly distinguished the 
heroic ages. That dark and gloomy period 
from the organization of ecclesiastical Chris- 
tianity until the revival of learning in the six- 
teenth century, but too truly exhibits the fact 
that ignorance and bigotry are the hand- 
maldens of cruelty and oppression ; for during 
that long triumph of barbarous despotism the 
grand and noble spirit that produced those 
magnificent monuments of organized benevo- 
lence became virtually extinct and universal 
suffering and sorrow was the heritage of earth's 
unfortunate children. 

A considerate examination of the subject 
will lead to the reluctant conclusion that gov- 
ernments and peoples in modern times have 
made but siow progress in the creation of such 
instrumentalities as extend generous and suit- 
able assistance to the offending and depend- 
ent classes. Our insane asylums are but lit- 
tle in advance of the English bedlam ; our poor 
houses and other public institutions for the 
maintainance and protection of the dependent 
and afflicted poor, are not only inadequate, 
but directly tend to the humiliation and deg- 
radation of all those who are the recipients of 
public charity; while our jails, penitentiaries 
and so-called reformatory institutions are so 
managed and controled as to not only degrade 
the poor victims of vice, but extend waves o 
heart wrenching afiliction throughout almost 
every avenue of society, carrying suffering and 
disgrace in its blighting pathway. 

‘The recent meeting of the national charita- 
ble association at St, Paul exhibited the hol- 
lowess and worthlessness of the measures pro- 
posel by state officials and ihe wealthy classes 
who, for self adulation, publicly paraded 
their charitable deeds. The proceeding of that 
meeting will show the fact that not one radi- 
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calor beneficial measure tending to the up- 
building of moral and legal offenders was 
proposed or recommended; while the sugges- 
tions for the modification of charitable insti- 
tutions, and the manner of elevating the nec- 
essities of dependents were of such a mild and 
conservative character as would create but 
little change in the administration of publie 
benevolence. 

Perhaps there has been no time within the 
last two centuries when crime was so preva- 
lent, and destitution among the poor was so 
general as now, notwithstanding the rule of 
the churches, and the rigid and often merci- 
less enforcement of law, 


The hinges of the 
iron door are so swung as to hopelessly en- 
close the poor criminal outcast within his bar- 
barous prison, while the heart strings of his 
bereaved relatives are bleeding and torn and 
his cruel taskmaster obtains a cowardly vic- 
tory over human helplessness. Indeed the 
world is filled with objects demanding human 
sympathy as seen in that immense caravan 
of destitute, famishing souls recruited, as they 
are from the homes of virtue and happiness 
as well as from the sinks of iniquity. 

Is it not evident that vhe church which has 
been charged with a high trust of extending 
governmental and individual charity has shown 
itself wholly unfited for the task? The badly 
organized after conviction for perhaps a slight 
infraction of some ill considered law is directly 
taught that he has lost his position among his 
fellows, and through pharisaical religious gov- 
ernment he rapidly descends the declivity of 
vice. Who does not know that the religious 
appointments and services of our penal insti- 
tutions are a fraud andafarce! It seems clear 
that our whole prison and charitable institu- 
tions rest upon improper foundations which 
are controled in such manner as to not only 
blight and wither the prospects and hopes of 
millions of the virtuous and worthy poor, but 
crush out the manhood and womanhood of 
those who inthe hour of temptation, trans- 
gressed against the laws of morality or the 
enactments in penal codes, thus consigning 
millions of unfortunate beings to agonizing 
deaths and dishonored graves. 

It is an unquestioned factin Spiritistic ranks 
that clairavoyant and other mediums by obser- 
vation and reliable jnformation have demon- 
strated that the spirits who by reason of inku- 
man and unmanly treatment in our charitable 
and criminal institutions, carry into the spirit 
world minds imbued with vengeance for gross 
mistreatment, and that they are no inconsid- 
erable factor in the perpetuation and dissemi- 
nation ofvice and disorder. Humiliation, gross 
insult, and systematic mistreatment poisons 
the holiest fountains of our nature, and creates 
within the spirit malignant and revengeful 
attributes, Perhaps nothing so effectually con- 
spires to freeze the most genial and the holiest 
currents of the soul, as that fashionable and 
hypocritical bestowal of charity by the emin- 
ently rich and aristocratie religionists. That 
strikes a fatal blow at human hopes and laud- 
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able ambition, and prostrates its victims in 
the valley of shameful humility. Without pride 
and selfrespect human progress is impossible, 
and without the preservation and utilization 
of the best impulses of early life high moral 


development is impossible and it is evident | 


that the wrongs inflicted by unwise laws ad- 
ministered directly or indirectly by an unphilo- 
se phical, tyrannical and bigoted religious com- 
bination are not only a relic of barbarism but 
are the greatest foe to the administration of 
justice and the happiness and prosperity of 
the people. We may well take courage, for a 
silver lining has already appeared upon this 
dark and unseemly cloud: for it was within the 
plans of those heralds from the summerland, 
who by tiny raps at Hydesville, 30 palpably 
made known the visitation and power of spir- 
itual forces to not only overthrow that hydra- 
headed ecclesiastical power that had for so 
many ages distorted the intellect, robbed 
humanity of liberty, of thought and action, as 
the ally of every tyrant; but through that 
celestial agency of evolution to secure a grand 
and effective reformation in laws, in the admin- 
istration thereof and in that general sentiment 
which has encouraged and tolerated the num- 
berless abuses that have robbed mankind of 
home, happiness and liberty. 

Cannot we see that the angelic forces of the 
glorious spheres of the spirit world have chosen 
our great country as a peculiar theatre for 
their majestic labors? Here we see old and 
hoary remains of a barbaric age dsappearing 
before the steady march of liberal truth. 
Science, reason and justice conspire to aid the 
unprecedented progress of intelligence, liberty 
and universal benevolence; for as the free 
school system is based upon the assumption 
that each child is entitled to the beneficent 
boon of intellectual cultivation, in like man- 
ner it will be demonstrated and conceded that 
the sustenance, protection, and elevation of 
the poor criminal and unfortunate classes pro- 
perly devolves upon the state; which grand 
result should ever be aceumplished by the pre- 
servation of self respect and by the develop- 
ment and improvement of the best emotions 
and purposes of the human mind and heart. 
Without the incorporation of this grand and 
stately purpose in every department of our 
public institutions the columned loftiness of 
our government would fail to demand the 
homage and admiration of the liberal and phil- 
anthropic. But we may rest assured that 
henceforth our march will be onward and up- 
ward until the benign and elevating influence 
will extend to all governments and peoples, 
reflecting the rays of truth from west to east, 
reviving the intellectual glories of the heroic 
ages under the auspices of a higher and 
grander civilization. 

Here the free spirit of maukind at length 

Throws its last fetters off; 

For who shall place a limit to the giant’s un- 
chained strength, 

Or curb his swiftuess in the forward race? 

For like the comet’s way through infinite space 


Stretches the long, untraveled path of light 
Into the depth of ages. 


LOOKOUT CAM?-MEETING, 

The Lookout Mountain Camp-Meeting in- 
augurated its third annual meeting, Sunday 
August Ist. The day dawned cloudy and tin- 
ally heavy rains ensued. A small attendance 
resulted —but the meetings were of great inter- 
est. The morning session opened with a song 
“Come gentle Spirits.” Mrs. S. A. I Talbot, 
of Texas, gave a fine invocation. Mr. P. R. 
Albert, of Chattanooga, Tenn., then addressed 
the meeting, followed by Miss Zaida Brown 
under spirit control. In the afternoon, Mrs. 5. 
A. H. Talbot gave an exceilent and eloquent 
address, followed by G. W. Kates. Miss Zaida 
Brown then gave psychometric tests. 

At night, in Chattanooga, at the hall of the 
local society, Mr. Kates lectured and Miss 
Brown gave tests. The new pavilion is a 
splendid structure—being an octagon-shaped 
ampitheatre. A feast is thead for all attending. 

Friday and Saturday, August J3th and 14th 
annual meeting and Convention of the South- 
ern Association of Spiritualists. 

August 16th and 17th will be devoted to chil- 
drens’ exercises. ‘Tuesday, Aug. 17, the eon- 
test for prize gold medal for best recitation 
by a youth under twelve years of age. 

Platform tests will conclude each mecting. 
Private sittings will be given by mediums. 

Regular services under direction of the 
Association morning and afternoon each Sun- 
day. . . No exercises on Saturday will oceur, 
but excursions over the mountains will be 
made under the escort of committees from 
the Association. —Light for Think-rs. 

———————— 
FOURTH MEETING OF SPIRITUALISTS. 

On Tuesday evening, Aug 10th, 1886, accord- 
ing to adjournment, the fourth mee ing for the 
formation of a Spiritual Association was called 
to order by electing Mr. M. Goettler to the chair 
and Mr. Tompson, Sec’y. The minutes of prev- 
ious meeting being read and approved, the Coin- 
mittee on Constitution made a full report, which 
was received and motion for its adoption asn 
whole made. Several motions for amendment 
were offered and discussed, which grew into n 
genral deba'e on the merits ef the amendment 
and report af a whole, and which consumed 
about an hour and a half. Fina ly a res: lution 
as a substitute offered by Mr. Hall, prevailed, 
providing tha' the constitution and by laws be 
taken up, section by section and article by ar- 
ticle, for adoption. Pending this business, a mo 
tion was made that the meeting adjourn to meet 
again next Monday evening, Aug 16, at 7.380p.m., 
in room adjoining office of Liat IN THE W est, 
which was unanimously agreed to 


———— — -H 


INDEPENDENT: The railroad companies want 
to l y their tracks with hardened sleepers. Oue 
of the New Haven ministers says that his con- 
gregation has material enough to set upa whole 
parallel road. 


FOR WANT OF *PACE 


We arecompelled to leave out a n'im} er of excel- 
lent articles. Our kind friends will see we are 
doing the best we can to give them a hearing 
through our columns, 
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Auspirational. 


(Transcribed for Light in the West.) 


COMMUNICATIONS FROM Y. E. 8 

JUNE 20th, 1885.—The thoughts will attend to the sub- 

ject proposed, —Lecture by a Mrs. E. R. Dyar, pub- 

lishedin the ‘‘Religio-Philosophical Journal?’ of 
June 13, 1886: — 

The ideas given in the lecture referred to do 
not agree with ours. Spiritualism has progressed 
rapidly, especially in the production of phenom- 
ena; but to stop all these proofs, so convincing 
to many, would be like strangling the child in 
the cradle instead of having outgrown it, and 
that seems to be the object of these newly intro- 
duced ideas,—emanating from spirits still en- | 
thralled by tte dogmatical d: spotism of churchly 
teachings. There are many in spirit life that 
tenaciously hold the idea that the instruction they 
received from the church in earth life is infallible 
and must not be questioned. Such spirits keep 
themselves on a low plane, and are ever ready to 
place stumbling blocksin the way of free thought; 
but the general diffusion of knowledge will pre- 
vent the reducing of mankind to the mental 
slavery of the medieval ages. The eyes of reason 
are opened, and elevate the minds of mento un- 
derstand their freedom and greatness of their 
future destiny. 

The proofs that the varied phenomena give of | 
spirit power and intelligence cannot be destroyed, 
and the result of teaching from the spirit world 
will be the disintegration of old beliefs. This 
the hierarchy of the Church plainly perceive, and 
are making, and will make, hard struggles to 
again acquire the supremacy of the Church over 
the minds of men, by an assumption of power 
which they assert to be spiritual, but to the rea- 
soner it appears to be earthly in its objects, and 
in the means us d for gaining them. 

The band would caution their friends nct to 
recieve all communications from the spirit world 
as infallible, the grade or sphere which they hold 
here renders their statements more or less relia- 
ble; only those can be depended on that urge 
men to use all their powers, reason included, to 
elevate themselves by spirituality of mind and 
purity of motives in all their de lings with each 
other; that the selfishness inherent in human 
nature may be so controlled ; that the welfare of 
our fellow creatures shall be dear to us as our 
own, thus fulfiling the law of love. An individ- 
ual spirit wishes to express some opinions :— 

My Friznp: The idea of considering com- 
munion with spirits as being no longer needed, 
is tous very strange. When it is well known 
how many aching hearts have been relieved, how 
much happiness it has brough to many house- 
holds, and the assistance and support it has been 
to many in their earthly trials, there seems no 
reason for casting the privilege away as no 
longer needed. Where do we find mankind so 
advanced that spirit friends are not sometimes 
useful in calming and soothing the burdened 
mind, wearied with the cares and perplexities of 
earth, retiring alone, or in the bosom of his fam- 
ily, receiving the assurances of those gone before 
of the happiness that awaits the earnest, faithful 


toiler on earth’s dusty plains. Ah, no! rather / 


increase the opportunities than tell us we are not 
wanted. Iasan individual, have esteemed the 
communion a privilege, and hope to enjoy it 
many times more. WILLIAM MINSELL. 


. SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 
FROM THE INNER CIRCLE OF THE SPIRITUAL 
UNION, 8T, LOUIS, AUG. 6, 1886. 
BY CONTROLLING SPIRIT. 


Part Third. 


Having now defined the meaning of the term ‘‘Advanced 
Spiritualists,’! as we consider it, we are ready to answer 
the question: What attitude should advanced Spiritualists 
assume in the presence of such encouraging facts, and pre- 
ising outlooks for our cause ? 


They should assume the attitude of true soldiers | 


and patriots on the field of battle, in the presence 
oftheenemy. Enlisted and mustered into service 
by their own conviction of, and love for truth, 
freedom of speech and thought, they should be 
ready to devote their whole lives to that service, 
even unto death, without sympathy for, or com- 
promise with the foe, either from fear, policy or 
any other consideration. 

A wise and good general observes the follow- 
ing rules: True allegiance to his flag, no matter 
at what sacrifice to himself. Always ready for 
duty if not disibled, and doing it zealously, in- 
telligently and with dispatch. Keeping on the 
alert, watchful of the enemy's movements, guard- 
ing against surprises. Never underestimating 
the strength of t' e enemy ; following up every 
success with vigorous energy, giving the foe no 
rest to rally. Strict obedience to superior orders, 


| without which concerted actions are planned in 


vain; it is the security of harmony. Braveand 
de‘ermined in batt'e, calm and hopeful in di foat: 
for one defeat does not precludea future victory. 
A faithful comrade to his fellow soldier. 
observation of these rules makes efficient soldiers. 


We must apply all these directions and tactics | 


to our apiritual warfare also. Qur foes are many: 


they are powerful, cunning, with plenty of re- | 


sources, unscrupulous in their use of them and 
merciless when in power. 

We wa eno a war for earthly co quest, and 
with material weapons. It is a conflict of Right 
against Might; T.uth against Error ; Knowledge 
again t Ignorance; Science and Philosophy 
ag inst Superstition; Virture aga nst Vice; In- 
dustry aginst Idleness ; Peace against War ; and 
Love against Selfishness. Such is the mighty 
work before us; and it requires earnest and 


sincere, cool and determined minds and souls to | 


accomplish only » small portion of it. 
Priestcraft, whe her Protestant or Catholic, is 
leaving no means untried, making every effort 
against the advance and encroachments of the 
Army of Spiritual Progressive Truth, which is 
continually and rapidly recruiting its ranks from 


all classes and conditions of society, and it be- | 


holds with dismay, and gl omy forbodings, the 
final outcome of the increasing desertions from 
its camps int» our lines; not only taking up 
arms against their former masters, but in many 
inst-nces proving themselves valiant opponents, 
and effective in service. These Sauls often be- 
come P.uls in every respect No wonder then 
that priests and preachers use all their ingemuity 
and the prestige of their office, the weapons 
of slander, social ostracism and a servile press to 
el eck the stampede of their once docile adher- 
ents. They call the “New Gospel,” the enemy 


The | 


| 


} 


| Thugs of India worship Siva. 


| 


of religion, and dangerous to the good of the hu- 
man race; a device of the devil to deceive un- 
wary souls, and lead them to destruction. Let 
us see if that charge is true or false. 

What is religion ? 

I will tell you first what it is not, though it 
may wrongly be called zo. Doctrines and dog- 
matic theology are nit religion, but tleory and 
specula‘ion based upon a fallible conception of 
things beyond the reach of humanreason Cere- 
monies, rites and sacraments. so-called, are not, 


| as the veriest bypocrite and unbeliever can and 


doe: observe them, with:ut any real g od to 
himself and others. They are merely outward 
performances which attract the senses, and excite 
the imagin tion. 

Cel brating feasts, fasting, repeating prayers, 
confessions, and masses—all belong together, and 
are not religion, but the means employed to di- 
rect the mind to the central object—the necessity 
of a priesthood. Take these attractions out of the 
churches, and your reverend ‘Othello’s occupa- 
tion's gone.’ So their dupes must be kept at 
work, like poor blind mules in that holy tread- 


| mill called ‘divine service.’ What a misnomer! 


What mockery ! 

Nor are the periodical mental and moral epi- 
demics — the occasional houge-cleanings and 
whitewashings, the shouting raids on the unbe- 
lieving, called revivals, religion: they are simply 
the result of strong physical powers possessed by 
certain minds, and exercistd upon their audi- 
ences by so-called revivalists. Their departure 


| is generally the fo: erunner of the totai extinction 


of the enthusiasm manifested in their presence. 
When the gas has evaporated, the balloon col- 
lapses :—and this is called getting religion. After 


| attending and participating in these fantastic 


absurdities, it is folly to call Spiritualists credu- 
lous cranks, and their seances the ridiculous per- 
formances of ‘deranged minds,’ or the perpetra- 
tion of cunning tricks by imposters. The trick 
of changing a rascal into a saint at the words 
‘I believe! Presto, go!’ —with all his meanness 
washed out of him—ygets the prize for marvelous 
stupidity on one side, pious cheek and insulting 
effrontery on the other. There is one consola- 
tion to us,—recruits thus enlisted seldom stick. 
Like soldiers enrolled in a state of intoxication» 


| they are generally anxious to desert when sober ; 


while in our ranks, th re is litt'e or no back-slid- 
ing. Well, what then is religion, if all this is not ? 

Religion is the worship of the highest ideal of 
Divine perfection, conceivable by the human 
mind, Show me thy God, and I will tell thee what 
thou ert. What you worship, you imitate. The 
The horrid idols 
of the native Africans are only exaggeraticns of 
their own degraded condition. The inqaisitors 
worshiped a jealous, and angry God, who could 
only be appease! by their refined crue ties. The 
Puritans bowed before a relentless judge, who 
could consume innocent babes in hell; and in his 
name drove Roger Williams into exile; abused 


| and persecuted Q takers; burned and banged the 


so-calleJ witches; deceived and ill-treated the 
Indians, and then kille!, or drove them from 
their heritage. 

There is deep, psychologic significance in this 
law of the worshiper assuming and imitating the 
character with which his conception and imag- 
ination—according to his highest ideal—have in- 
vested the deity worshiped. For instance: the 
pious Catholic with feelings of deep devotion 
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and reverence, raises the little image of his cru- 
cified Christ to his lips, and by meditation on 
the subject of His sufferings and passion, is led 
to crucify himself, by abstinence, fusting, celi- 
bacy, even self-torture, and willingly undergoes 
any penance his confessor may subject him to. 
Thousands of the very best, sincerest and most 
faithful are thus led to a life of entire seclusion, 
voluntary poverty and privation in convents 
and monasteries, the priesthood at the same time 
using their very piety and devotions for far un- 
worthier ends. 

Take the Methodists. They believe in God 
who loves sinners, and seeks to save them. Go 
among these good people and you will find them 


oxultant if they discover a sinner who will per- 


mit them to work with him for his sslvation. 
Christ came to save sinners, and only sinners 
willdo, One sinner, no matter how deep dyed 
in iniquity, who comes to the altar for prayer out 
values a hundred others who have led upright 
and truly m: ral lives, because the latter offers no 
opportunity to exerci-e tt eir peculiar methods of 
doing God’s work. Go to their class and prayer 


meetings, where—for fear that Christ would love | 
buke by Jesus, of the priesthood, and ecclesias- 


them less, and to keep up the business of saving 
them—they openly confess them:elv:s the vilest 
of sinners, and most unworthy of servants: and 
with streaming eyes tell of the terrible tempta- 
tions to which they are subjected by the devil ; 
what a power he has over them, haragsing their 
minds, and troubling their souls over the ques- 
tion : Whether, if cured of their sins, they should 
no longer need a Savior to wash them clean with 
his blood. At certain periods when that salva- 
tion in.pulse seizes whote congregations and 
neighborhoods, they organize themseves and 
join in a united effort to save sinners :—Soul 
saving bees, in which their enthusiasm runs to 
fever beat. The central ides is, Christ, the friend 
of sinners: he must be supplied with subjects 
for the exercise of this friendship, even if old 
faithful beleivers— with records of unblen ished 
lives—must confess themselves wretched, miser- 
able sinners, simply to enjoy the immunity of a 


fresh paidon from God—as Biddy loves to quar- ; 


rel with Mike, for the pleasure of making up 
again, When the supply of sinners gives out, the 
stimulating cause of excitment has ceased to ex- 
ist, and the revival ceases. 

So with the devotee of mammon. . As the Cath - 
olic holds up his crucifix, or picture of the Vir- 
gin, for adoration,the worshiper of mammon takes 


with reverent fingers a silver dollar from his | 
' find what you seek, receive what you ask for 


purse, contemplates it lovingly, reads the legend, 
‘in God we trust,’ and fervently responds in his 
soul: Yea and thou art the God in whom I trust! 
He replaces it in his sanctuary,— his pocket- 
book,—and dedicates his life anew tothe sacred 
service of the almighty dollar. Trueto the law 
of assimilation, he becomes as hard, cold and 
emotionless as the worshiped dollar, his Alpha 
and Omega. 
your heart be also.’ He whom ye worship, he is 
your master; and his image will be stamped 
upon you for recognition. The last is the worst, 
crudest worship of a'l! The very Anti-Christ 
at who e shrine and altar the happiness and wel- 
fare of whole nations are mercilessly sacrificed ! 
It is the God of selfishness at war with the God 


of Love! 
All this persecution, imprisonment, tcrture, 


exile, murder of their fellow beings, only to 
reconcile themselves, and k ep on good terms 


with—-what? God? What an insult and blas- | 
phemy! Whata sacreligious slander! What a 
monstrous conception of the Deity! God is Love! 
but they have presented him asa veritable Devil: 
acted upon these false conceptions, and in their 
worship assumed the traits and characteristics 
with which they invested the object of their ador- 
ation—the God whom they ignorantly worshiped. 
In every instance, the hideous, distorted fancy 
of a class of men who held their brothers in 
object submission through fear and terror. Piti- 
less and cruel to the extreme, they exercised this 
so-called divine authority, and held on with fatal 
deadly grip. And woe to those who in times 
past sought to resist or reject their claims, how- 
ever unjust and unfounded. Their hatred and 
vengeance visited swift punishment upon the 
daring sceptic and heretic. And now in the 
light of the present day, these sanctimonious go- 
betweens—ecclesiastical brokers, the bulls and 
bears of the Divine Exchange of God's blessings 


| and curses, these self righteous, pompous Rev- 
| erends, demonstrate the fact that history repeats 


‘Where your treasure is there will | 


| like unto Himself. 


itself. You can verity this by paraphrasing and 
adapting the scathing denunciation, and just re- 


tical authority of his time, to tbat of to-day. You 
will find it in the 23rd chapter of Matthew. 

You must now perceive that it all depends up- 
on your conception of the attributes, nature aud | 
perfection of the Deity, what your religion is, and 
the mode of worship you offer to it. You may 
allow yourself to be imposed upon by pulpit jug- 
glery and slippery logic, having a god furni-hed 
and equipped to suit—you, the buyer ? No! The 
dealer? Yes! with a fat margin of profit, ease 
and luxury in the bargain ; and chances for you 
of a threatened hell and damnation, if you do 
not invest in their stock in trade. You may call 
this harsh language: but in battle, bullets, bombs, 
shell, grape and canister are necessary : and 


there is no time for trifling. 
On the other hand, if the object of your .wor- 


ship is the infinite, eternal, omnipotent spirit of 
divine wisdom and love, the essence which fills 
the whole universe, and in whom we all live, 
move and have our being, you will become also 
You will respond to its un- 
erring influences and impressions, feel the spirit- 


ual promptings within you; untammeled by. | 


priestly interference, give your minds a bound- 


less scope for the loitiest aspirations, the deepest | 


research after truth, the widest expansion for 
usefulness. Following its leadin.s, you will soon 


rightly, and discern theilluminated gates of the 
mystic temple of Spiritual Truth not ajar—but 
wide open for your welcome entrance. You will 
cross the threshold of a sanctu ry far more sa- 
cred than all the churches and cathedrals. 

And as you advance with steady steps, one veil 
after another will be lifted, revealing between, 
new beauties, new fields of know ledge to explore, 
new avenues of usefulness inviting you. New 
methods of improvment wil! present themselve ; 
and new means for promoting the happiness of 
humanity will flow in a perpetual stream into 
your soul-life. And the nearer you approach, | 
the more you will feel that sacred sense of close- 
nea® to tle true God—the Divine Spirit within 
you. And as your soul humbly bows to that sub- 
lime will in constant adoration, and walks under 


its loving direction, all your faculties, talents and 
gifts will be increased and strengthened. 


This is true spiritual baptism : the fitness and 
qualification for the Kingdom of Heaven. It is 
the best of allreligions, the purest of all worships, 
and in this new life the close relationship between 
the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of 
Man will be established, and become an inspira- 
tion that will overcome selfishness, ignorance, 
crime and all the evils which now affect humin- 
ity. By the exercise of perfect charity toward 
allis proven that the Spirit of God dwells within 
you. ‘Do unto otiers as ye would that others 
should do unto you.” Thus you will offer ac: ep- 
table service, as royal high priests to the God of 
Love and Wisdom. ‘ God is Love,” and they 
who worship Him, must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth. 


A PROTEST. 
Burrato, N. Y., Ava. 1, 1886. 


To the Editor of the Light an the West: 

My dear sir: In your last number I find in 
the reportof the “Third Meeting of Spiritualists,” 
that there was a hot debate over the question of 
debaring professional mediums from member- 
ship. Well, I as an old Spiritualist was never 
quite so much astonished in my life. I would 
like to ask your chairman where he gets his 
proof of spirit communion, if not through the 
spirit medium. He objects to a medium going 
under the control of spirit power, or being on- 
tranced, or pretending to be so, at a meeting. 
He wishes to construct or build a structure with- 
out a corner stone or a foundation ; he would 
have your society built upon the revelations 
through our mediums, and then throw t! e med- 
iums out. Well the Christian Church has got 
just such an institution now,—a church without 
any spirituality in it or about it: so I take it that 
said chairman must be of that mongrel breed 


| called Christian Spiritualists. 


Mr. Editor, vour society will not flourish under 


| such a send off, and don’t you let it escape from 


the innermost recesses of your memory. Evi- 
dently your Chairman does not understand the 
first A B C of the law that governs spirit control, 
or spirit communion, or he would not have en- 
tertained such a move for an instant. You may 
as well talk of a Christian Church with Christ 
left out, asaspir.tual society without the mediums; 


| for when you turn them away, who have you 


left to convince new members of the truths of 
spirit communion,—you might just as well form 
your society and leave Spiritualism out; and 
then you have a dead society on your hands, that 
will fall to pieces of its own cead weight. 

I suppose your chairman would allow these im- 
moral mediums to convert people and then take 
them into the folds of your immaculate society. I 
can a-sure him of this, that a person that is not a 
professional medium is no medium atall. Why, 
youask? Well Lam a medium myself; but I have 
means and a business to lean on, and of course 
1 do not practice my mediumship enough to keep 
it with me. Spirit power, or spirit triends, ao 
not stan! at our backs, anu come and go at our 
beck and nod. Not by any means. Mediums 
must practice every day to keep their mediumship 
in goud order, and of cuurse they become protte-- 
sional mediums, because they cannot be good 
mediums and a tend i0 anything clse. Medium- 
ship requires a medium’s fulé tune and fult atten- 
tion, and oftimes they become useless for any- 
thing else but mediumship. 

I ueny that mediums are as a class immoral 
persons, any more than Christ's twelve apestls 
were, and they were poor dirty fisherme:. A 
negative or trance medium may vecome an im- 
mural persun, of course, but ninety-nine out uf 
a hundred (if they are women) they become so 
from being ill tı ented by sumeof our immaculate 
Spiritualists that take advantage of their negative 
condition. “No mediums are augels’ I will admit; 
but are there any angels coming into your society 
just now? Not much of any, 1 think. There is 
a great how! against us by the Churches, and 
most of the accusations against us are from that 


nn 


source; but, Mr Editor, when you get up that 
society withoutany mediums or professional med- 
iums, 1 would like to stop over a day or so some 
time when I pass through St. Louis, and see 
what a queer set of Spiritualists you are. I know 
of some entranced speakers, profesionals, that are 
the best speakers on the Spirituaslistie platform, 
yet your Mr. Chairman would shut them out. It 
seems to me that he would do better for your 
society, and keep you af peace with each other 
better if you relegate him to a private seat near 
the door during your meetings. Please excuse 
me for sticking my nose in the affairs of your 
society, but I have watched your proceedings 
carefully, hoping that as I passed through your 
city often. I might find in St. Louis a litle of 
true Spiritualism. If you shut mediums out then 
the crowd will go individually to the mediums 
for their spiritual food or communications, and 
your society rooms will become a deserted place. 
Most of the Spiritualists are phenomena hunters, 
and you cannot hold them without the phe om- 
enal proofs. Yours, J. W. DENNIS. 


CLINTON CAMPMEETING. 


CLINTON, Iowa, Auausat 6, 86 — The Fourth 
Annual Campmeeting of the Mississippi Valley 
Spiritualists’ Association opened at Mt. Pleasant 
Park, Clinton, Iowa, Wednesday, Aug. 4th, with 
about two hundred and fifty campers in attend- 
ance. Theexercises began with a flag raising 
at lp m., followed by a Conference, at which 
Drs Severenve and Dobson, E. W. Baldwin and 
others made addresses. In the evening the camp- 


ers had an impromptu dance in the grove, and 
on every side were heard expressions of satisfac- 
tion at the pleasunt inauguration. A good rain 
came on about midnight, cooli:g the air and 
laving the dust: it was truly a welcome Visitor. 
Thursday, Aug. 5th, opened bright and balmy, 
heralding a number of new arrivals. At3 p.m. 
conference was held and Moses Hull, Mrs. Mattie 
Huil and others addressed the campers, the sub- 
jects being mainly on the labor question. [n the 
evening a dance was he'd in the pavilion attend- 
ed largely by campers-and many from Clinton. 
There are now about seventy tents and more go- 
ing up constantly. Sev ral new cottages havo 
been erected in the past year, making ten in all. 
By Monday next the camp will be in full run- 
ning order, with at least five hundred campers, 
making a good sized vi lage i 

Among others there are now in attendance :— 

From Maquoketa. Iowa: — Dr. Dobson and 
family, occupying their cottage; Mrs. Fannie 
Giosser ; Dr. Munson and family ; Mr. and Mrs. 
Chawn; Mrs. White, trance medium. 

Newton, Ia.:—Dr. O0.G. W. Adams and family. 

Milwaukee, Wis.:—Dr. Severance; Dr. Brown 
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer. 

indianapolis, Ind.:—Mrs. Gill, daughter, son. 

Davenport, la.:—Mrs. Blodgett, medium. 

Des Moines. Ia.:—Mr. and Mrs. Moses Hull, 
editors New Thought 

Chicago 111.:—Mrs. H. M. Read, medical and 
business medium. formerly of New York; E. W. 
Baldwin, Mrs. Weeks, business medium; Mrs M. 
Gage, medium; Mrs. Frankie Cole, a fine vocalist. 

Jackson, Mich.:—Dr. Batdorf. 

Clinton Ia.:—Lois Waisbrooker, editress Foun- 
dation Principles. 


Avgust 9.—Since my last letter our camp 
has had a number of recruits. Among the new 
arrivals are James Anderson, editor of the 
Richmond [Mo.] Democrat ; Dr. H. Pettigrew, 
Sterling, Il.; Jno. Riley, medium, Chicago. 

August 8th was the opening Sunday. At 
10 a. m. Conference was held, after which Mrs. 
Mattie Hull delivered a diacourse on *‘'The 
Past Growth of the Cause; ils present state 
and prospects,” which was well handled and 
appreciated by a good sized audience. In the 
afternoon Moses Hull delivered a lecture by 
request on “The Conflict Between Capital 
and Labor; the lecture was excellent and 
well received by the audience, numbering 
about one thousand. In the evening Mrs. 


LIGHT IN THE WEST. 


309 


Sper cer of Milwaukee, lectured on “A Con- 
flict of Life,” her own life experiences being 
largely used to illustrate her subject. The 
lectures have been well attended, many being 
from Clinton and the surrounding towns. The 
weather is delightful, though rain is sadly 
needed. Our camp now numbers about four 
hundred, and the proanects fora successful 
season are flattering. We enjoy good music 
three times a day, bv the © Timber City Band” 
of Maquoketa, Iowa; and to close I would say 
that the Ligar Ix THE West is highly spoken 
of by those who read it. E. C. R. 


THERE IS WORK FOR YOU TO DO. 


BY EMMA TRAIN. 


Dedicated to Mississippi Valley Spiritualist Asso ciation 
and read August 8th, at Fourth Annual Celebration. 


Friends, a holy light is falling 
O’er a wailing world to-day, 
There are angel voices calling 
‘Vhrough the misty shadows gray. 
Waken to the sacred beauty : 
Waken to the living duty! 
’Neath the glory, pure and true, 
There is work for you to do, 


See the human need around you 
Pressing closely to your side; 

Feel the throbbing hearts that bound you 
Like the restless ocean’s tide ; 

Trace the sunlight falling o’er you 

‘Trace the rifte 1 cloud before you 
Where the truth is steaming through, 
‘There is work for you to do. 


See, the iron chains are binding 
Low your mortal brothers now ; 
See, the ruthless hands are winding 
‘Thorns about their bleeding brow ; 
Hear their prayer and catch their sighing 
As they struggle— starving—dying— 
Toiling for the wealthy few. 
There is work for you to do. 


Though you claim the temperance order 
Here within your massive gates, 
Look just out across your border, 
At your suflering sister states. 
See their sons the best and purest, 
Fall beneath the tempter surest. 
Hear their cries for justice too ; 
There is work for you to do. 


Hear the wailing and the grieving 
For the dear ones gone from sight. 

Where’s the comfort of believing 
When no knowledge holds the | ght. 

See the creed bound slaves of error 

Bowing down in mortal terror, 
Weeping for a love they knew 
There is work for you to do. 


See the sandy desert burning, 
Where Materialism dwells ; 
Dry and arid with its spurning— 
Needing but Artesian wells, 
Fairest flowers will be growing 
When the under current’s flowing 
Can the outer so l renew, 
There is work for you to do. 


You, whose feet have climbed the mountain 
From the valley fur below, 
Standing by the sacred fountain 
Whence the cooling waters flow, 
Are the van-guard of the ages, 
Writing on tue s: otless pages 
For a future false or true ; 
There is work for you to do. 


In your hands the trust is given 
With the golden keys of life. 
Angels from the heights of heaven 
Place you foremost in the strife. 
Through the shadows of oppression 
Kolls the tide-wave of progression 
Where the old gives place to new. 
There is work for you to do. 


Friends the gatbered host above you 
Coming near through laws divine. 
Hep stil] to know and love you, 
aking earth a holy shrine, 
Ask of you this sacred token— 


By the strength of ties unbroken, 
By the ble-sings they have brought, 
By the lessons they have taught. 


By the truth with glow supernal; 
Coming from that better land, 
By the fact of life eternal— 
“ Sow the seed what’s in your hand ; 
Shrink not from your true position ; 
Take your part. fulfill your mission ; 
To the angel world be true ; 
Do the work that comes to you.” 


BOOK AND OTHER NOTICES, 


THE KROOK OF ALGOONAG has been received from 
Mr. C. F. Newcomb, through whom it was written 
and by him published. It has 353 pages, price $1 50, 
well printed and bound in cloth, and could be im- 
proved by Indexing and giving modern names to 
to the countries where these people came from, and 
where they traveled. [tis clalmed as “ Inspira- 
tional” and was dictated by Algoonah, the king 
of these people. As novel it would be very inter- 
esting and jf true it is intensely so, ana men of 
sclence and antiquarians will find it of great in- 
terest. Ina modern sense and using modern names 
we tind these people originated on the coast of 
Asia Minor; becoming shepherds they go into the 
mountainous country of Afghanistan and establish 
a nation there. After many ages they are driven 
out of their country by the Assyrians, a portion of 
them going toward the sea where they build the 
city of alem, afterward called Jerusalem The 
main part of the nation with their flocks and herds 
travel through [ndia, then crossing the mountains 
into China they pass through Chinato the coast. 
The King of China gives them the now Japan 
Islands; from here they send out three ships to ex- 
plore ; striking the Behring curient they land on 
the Yukon coast then go south to the Caltfornia 
coast: leaving their ships they cross the Rocky 
Mountains and explore the Missouri und Missis- 
sippi rivers. After this they return to their King 
and report their discoveries taking products of the 
soil with them. ‘They tinally arrive saftey on the 
Pacific with their faml ies and substance and name 
this the land of Mezzinarath, i. e., a land where 
we rest. This book gives the incidents of their 
travels, the death of their first King Kaiah. Al- 
gounah succeeds him as King. He reigns about 65 
years iv the City of Algoonah now the city of St. 
Louis. Provinces were established in Ohio, Miss., 
Iiorida, lowa, California, Mexico etc. These peo- 
ple were purely an Agricultural race, and accord- 
ing to this book a very wise one, being of the 
Patriarchial age, and they came here abont the 
sume time Abraham went to Jerusalem, The hook 
is historical, not religious. The poem of Hodiah 
on the creation is well written. The third ruler 
grandson of algoonah had the dividing of nations 
in his hands thus peopling Europe from this land 
making this the old instead of the new world. It 
will pay to read it, it ts interesting and of more 
than ordinary merit. Mr. Newcomb tells us that 
the Book ot Kinar (that will follow this) proves 
that we are descendents of these peonle and that 
the :vfluence of that oid nation has moulded our 
own and we follow them closely in many things. 


We have made arrangements wita the publisher 
of the *‘ Book of Algoonah ” to furnish our readers 
with the book at $1.00 post paid, or for $1.75 we 
will give the book and one year’s sabscription to 
LIGHT IN THE WEST. ‘This will hoid good only 
until October first. 


SHEET MUSIC. 


Prof. C. Longley, vocalist and composer, will 
send Inspirational Sheet Music at 25 cents each to 
any address, He is the composer of Over the River 
and other popular melodies. among others now 
offered there are Gathering F owers in Heaven, 
by Longteliow, set to music; The Golden Gates 
are Left ajar, We'll Meet again in the Morning 
Land ; fhe Old saws Spirit Welcome, etc. a list 
may be had by addressing O. i’. Longley, 45 Indi. na 
Place, Boston, Maso. 


“WHAT’S IN A NAME?” 


Generally NoTHING— especially when it 
is sent to Ligur mn toe Wesr without 
the DOLLAR, 
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SPECIAL NOTICES. 
Again we must refer to terms and say that 
the subscription price will remain until 


SEPTEMBER lst at OnE DOLLAR 


per year in advance but we will not send 
the paper to any person without payment 
in advance unless with a distinct understand- 
ing as to terms of payment—$2.00 if not in 
advance and we will not send it longer than the 
time paid for unless requested todo so at the 
above rates. The date with the nddress on the 
wrapper shows the susbcriber when t'e time paid 
for is to expire. 
SPECIMEN COPIES. 

We will send # specimen copy to any one and 
will take it as a favor to have list: of names with 
addresses sentto us. Any person so receiving 
the paper will please accept itas an invitation to 
send along the dollar and try us a year. 

CLUB RATER. 


We aro asked about this and here again we | 


respond and say that to any one who sends us 
seven dollars and fifty cents for ten subscribers 
we will credit that person with one copy free, 
one year, as club agent. There are hundreds of 
circles in which a person with a little effort could 
secure the required number of names in an 
evening. Who will try ? Send us the names you 
want specimen copies sent to and we will help 
you. Nowsincethe paper isto be a weekly. there 
is no paper that offers such inducements and for 
which subseriptions can be had readily. 


From this time on the paper will be printed so 
as to reach most of our subscribers in the large 
cities by each Saturday morning mail. Any who 
do not get their paper regularly will do us a favor 
by writing us a leiter or a postal card at once, 
stating whatis wanted, 


SPECIAL OFFER TO SUBSCRIBERS FOR 
LIGHT IN THE WEST. 


All those who are now subscribers can have 
their subscription renewed for one year after the 
end of their present time by sending one dollar 
for themselves and one dollar for a new sub- 
scriber, provided they send in both at one time 
and before September First. Those who have 
only six months yet to run please to notice this, 


Painless Dental Rooms. 


8. E. Cor. Ninth and Washington Ave., 


Dr. 
Dr. I. 


D. JACOB. 
RADOMOKY. 


THE NEW THOUGHT. 


A vigorous f-page Journ 1, devoted to Spiritualism, 
General Religious and Political Reform. Published 
every Saturday by MOSES HULL & CO. 
at DES MOINES, Ja. The organ of the Mississippi 
Valley As:ociation of Spirit alists. 

Terms of Subsciption: 


Moses Eiull & Coa, 
DES MOINES; IOWA. 


THE GOLDEN GATE. 


A large eight-page Weekly Paper, ‘Devoted 
to the elevation of tumanity in this life, and a 
search for the evidences of life beyond.” J. J. 
Owen, Editor and Manager. Mrs Marrir P. 
OwEN, Assistant, San Francisco, Cul. Terms— 
$2.50 per annum. ond for sample copies. 


ADVERTISERS or others who wish to examina 
this paper, or obtain estimates 
on advertising space when in Chicago, will find it on file at 


45 to 49 Randolph St., m ø Fa Fà J 
the Advertising Agency of LUNY & THOMAS. 


POR PHYSICAL AND 


Send slx cts. postage, name, age, sex, leading symptoms 


and rece.ve diagnosis of your case with directions that will | 


lead to recovery. M AGNETISED SILK 


that has the miracuions power of giving relief to painful dis- 
orders, sent for 16cts. persheet, 4 for 5Qcts, 10 for $1 00. 


| Address: Dr. FRANKLIN WRAY, Andrew, Towa. 


To those afflicted with this 


ai i Z3 terrible disease we say, —do 


nut be discuuraged when your physician says your case js 
incurable. I guarantee tu cure if you try my special treat- 
meut, Correspondence Solicited. 


MARY DUFF, 
CLAIRDESCENT PHYSICIAN. 
107 N 8th Ste - - ST, LOUIS, MO. 


Nature's own Restorer, Electricity. 


\ \ y 
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Dr R. M. Thomas Electro Magnetic Hattery and Supporter 
combined has restored many invalid: to health and happi- 
ness, after the most eminent Physicians had tailed. Prof. 
A.B. French of Clyde O. says ‘‘your balt has done more 
than you claimed it would for me,’ Invalids should investi- 
gate this wonder of wonders that is used and endorsed by 
Physicians. Can be worn by either sex,a specific for all kid- 
hey'diaeare, rheumatism, female weakness, general debility, 
nervousness,and many ailments flesh is heir to.Price of Belt 
furnished in red morrocco $10 white kid $12. when ordering 
send size around back and abdomen Send 4cts in stamps, 

nd leadiug symptoms to Dr. R. M. THOMAS, Lock Box 417 
Cardington, Morrow Oo., Ohio. and he will return you a 
scientific diagnosis, and book of testimonials free. 


BEN MILLER, 


Fashionable 


HATTER, 


GLOVES, UMBRELLAS, etc. 
605 Franklin Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ST. LOUIS PATENT 


Artesian Well Machine Co. 


Office: 818 Pine st., St. Louis. 


Manufacturers of the Celebrated 


VICTOR 
WELL 
AUGER 


Varying from 6 inches to 4% feet in diameter 
Will bore through all kinds of earth, slate, coal 
or soft rock. 


THE ARTESIAN 


Combined Auger and Drill, 


will drill through rock or any other subetance to 
any depth, with horse or steam power, for less 
money than any other drill. Send for catalogue. 
Enquirers please mention this paper. 


Mrs. Lankton. 
SPIRITWAL READER 
Lor Ladies and Gents. 


Hours from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
No. 108 North 13th S. Bet, Chestnut & Pine Sts, 


THOMAS HOSTETTER, 


MAGNETIC. 


No. 2125 OLIVE STREET, 
Si HO ULS., MO 
re No Medicine Used. =% 


At Home from 7 to 9a. m. and from 4 to 7 p m 


MAGNETISM! 


When Medicines FailTry 
MAGNETIC TREATMENT. 


It is the life giving principle. It penetrates the nerve, 
centers. Kqualizes the vital foreea Removes pain,and, 
I. KING over RHEUMATISM, NEURALGIA, PARAL- 
YSIS and al] nerve diseases, 


Dr. DeVOE, 1240 FRANKLIN AVE., ST. Lovis. 


JAS. DURELL, 
SPIRITUAL READER & MAGNETIC HEALER. 


Chronic di ense treated without medicine. Letters of 
inquiry promptly answered. Important changes of life shown 
and how to prevent them. 

Office Hours from9 a.m. to 4p. m. 


1217 Washington Ava., - =- =- ST. LOUIS, MO 


Magnetism: 
C. TUCKETT, 914 Locust St. 


My Magnetic Power over Rheumatism, Paraly- 
~is, Neuralgia, Pains in Pit of Stomach, Fema‘2 
Complaints and Pains inthe Back is wonderful. No 
medicines giyen, Hours, 9 to 12 Sharp. l have the 
highest testimonials in the city. Consultation tree 


CORNS EXTRACTED, 


Without Pain. 
25c each, All troubles of the feet treated ina skillful manner. 


Dr. N. Kennison & Son. 


Also a lady manicure to attend to the Finger Nails 


623% Olive Street, St. Louis. 


M. GOETTLER and CO. 


1260 S. BROADWAY. 
KEEPS A LARGE LINE OF 


ats! ETats! 


Established 1863. 


Corect Styles at Moderate Prices. 


OUR CLUB LIST. 


We will send Lieut in THE West and any 
of the following publications one year at the 
price opposite each. 


Banner of Light $3.25 
Freethinker’s Magazine 1.50 
Religio-Philosophi:al Journal............. 3.00 
Saint Louis Magazine... soc LDO 
Spiri'ual Offering....... 3.00 
St. Nicholas........... 3.00 
Lhe Beacon Light. 2.50 
The Century....... 4.06 
The Golden Gute.. 2 50 
The New Thought . 2.00 
he Rosinumics -r aa aes 1.59 
The South’n Cult’r & Dixie Farmer... 16 

The Watchman: ansa a 1.50 
World’s Advance Thought -1.dy 


aie j 


mi No. H 
Ji Cures all diseases of the bë 
ASe Blood and Skin puch asja 
mi Scrofula, Salt Rheum,Can- us 
ker, Cancers, Erysipelas, } 
jj Eczema and all Blood Poi- 
Bitcon. $1.00 per bottle, 
6 boitles, $5.00. 


a 


H 
i No. 8 g 
wI Cures Rheumatism, Neu-! 
wuiiralgia, Sciatica Affection," 
ai Gout, St. Vitas’ Dance, Ner- 
Hike ivous Headaches, and all 
nervous disease, ete. $1.00 
ae?) per bottle. 
E 6 bottles, $5.00, 
DE == === 
a No. 4 


a. Cures Coughs, Bronchitis, 


Consumption, Asthma, 


I Hay Fever and Catarrh. 
| 


150 cts. per bottle. 
6 bottles, $2.50. 


Aarm aaa A 
ESHENZSUNEEKEMEE 


j 
i No. 5 
| 


Cures Chills and Fever, 


z 
‘1 
4l 


Paralysis, 


E 
i 


fim No. 16 North Ada St., 


CHICAGO, ILL., May 3, 1886 


Lion REMFDY ('o —Allow me to add 
my testumun.al in praise of your Lion 
Remedy No. 2. I have taken three bot- 
tles and T never felt so well from the jis 

LA a eof any medicine in so short a time. | 
fa lis action on my system is magical, 1g 
jf and I cousitler your Remedy No. 1 as 
the best liver and kidney remedy I 
ever used, and freely recommend it to 
al suffering from these troubles or 


il Lilliuusness, Yours respectiully, 


HER pareas ie 


LION REMEDY No. 1 ri 

Cures all diseases of the Liver and Kid- 
Li) neys, such as Diabetis; Bright’s Disease; 
-fj Stone in the Bladder ; removes Gall Stones; 
cures Dropsy; Enlargement of the Liver 


and Spleen ; destroys 
aH per bottle, 


PP a 


so ss 
; cn " f ene” a 


are Nature’s most 


6 bottles $5.00. 


I 
dhL 
Tan tml {=| 
SS 28865" 


umors etc. $1.00f 


vii la 


manam m 
CHNAN j] 


Cures all Uterine troubles, re- jii 
moves Obstruction and Irregu- jiji 
larities, cures Back Ache, Fall- 
fing of the Womb, Leucorrhea, | 
Piles, Costiveness, ete. Iti 
invigorates, strengthens and 
gives tone to the whole system ; 
$1.00 per bottle. 6 bottles $5. 


potent agencies for curing 
disease, as they are made from the very best roots, 


herbs, barks and gums that grow ın this and other coun- 
| tries, their curative powers have been thorouhgly tested 


and proved to be all we claim 


As it is impossible to combine the different 
fj required for different diseases in any 
4 preparation or remedy, we have carefull 
į arranged (NINE) different remedies, 


| some special case. 
These remedies have bee 


a 

|m 
properties ja 
one compound, 
y prepared and jg 


for them. 


whole system; cures itmpotence, 
streng!hens and vitalizes every 


each one adapted id's part. $2.00 per bottle. 
wa 6G botiles. $10.00. 
n used for the last ten years ga — 
in New York, Boston, Chicago and other large cities af HEHA : IF p 
$ ` 
5 


and towns. Itis their wonderful success in eradicating pa 


S4 Troubles and Billiousness it excels any 


is 
+ whatever. 
Jon LYNCH, 222 W. Randolph st. masa] FRED. E. JONES, 996 W. Monroe st. 


4 old chronic diseases completely from the system, and hm 


restoring the patient to perfect health, that has induced 


us to advertise so extensively that all may know of their E 


great curative powers and be persuaded to try them, 
whatever their disease may be, even if their physician 
has given them up as incurable, for the Lion Remedies 
have cured many (of so-called incurable) when every- 
thing else has failed, as some of our testimonials will show. 

Tus Lion Remepizs are put up in large bottles. We 
have given only a few of our many testimonials (that are > 


in our possession) in favor of the Lion REMEDY, showing kam 
clearly that the claims put forth in their behalf have Ll 


} truth for their foundation. ë 
Ask your Druggistfor them, if he does not have it and e- 
g ou cannot wait send direct to us. Remit by P. O. 
money order, Postal Noto or Registered letter, giving full 
Name, Town, County State and Express Co, Address 


LION REMEDY CO., 


L R) ON) R m S IAR; 
r a a aa e 
CHICAGO, ILL., April 29, 1856. EEN 
ea = D 
nam eo Thies arte tot Lion Remepy Co.—I take enek 
Remedy No, 1. For Liver and Kidney ee pleasure in stating that the Lion 
Hm Remedy No. 3 is asure cure for 
Rheumatism. After taking one 
bottle of your medicine I was 
greatly relieved, and when 1 had 


taken two I was entirely cured. 


Cittcago, ILL., May 13, 736. 


ithing I have yet tried, My motherhas Pa 
used it Tor stomach trouble with suc- 
cess, Fur twenty years she was com- 
pelled to subsist on two meals a day, i 
and her food always distressed her, but ian 
at present she eats her three meals a 
day with a relish and with uo distress 
Yours truly, 


Yours truly, 


Ta se 
; [eS 
(pet 


Pti 


"z miegi aia ere eS 
(E åE E E N] 


j Will 
bid appetite for Alcoholic 


Thad finished my 2ud botlle Twas in Ja 


Disease, Habitual Costive- 


p 
ness, Sour Stomach, Dizzy " 
Head, Coated Tongue ete. pak 


$1.00 per bottle, 
6 bottles, $5.00- 


So Le id el 


Lea Re 


destroy the mor- 


Drinks, Opium, Morphine 
$1.25 per bottle. 
6 bottles, $6 00. 


7 aS i m e, 
Bae) TD TFET] 
a sa Da DE j S a n = - 
New York City, Aprill, 1896, 
LION REMEDY Co. — For several 
years every spring has found me af- 


i flicted with deranged liver and kidneys 
gg) Which generally debilitated me from ¢ 


to 8 weeks, causing much anxiety as 


F] well as many doses of disagreeablell 


medicine. Learning of the Lion Rem- 
edies [ was iuduted to try them, hav- 
ing little faith in their eticacy. Before 


my usual good health. To the suffering 
I would say: don’t give up inde pair. | 
Give the Lion Remedies a trial. 


LIGHT IN THE WEST. 


Ohio and 


Mississippi R'y 
CINCINNATI; 
LOUISVILLE, 
WASHINGTON, 
BALTIMORE, 
NEW YORK (1H EAST. 


SOLID DAILY TRAINSt 
CINCINNATI and LOUISVILLE 


10 HOURS, with Through Day Cars, Parlyr Cars and 
alace Sleeping Coaches, No Change of Cars for any class of 
assengers. 


O DAILY TRAINS 


To Washington in 28 Hours 
To Batimore in 29 Hours 


This is4 HOURS QUICKER than the fastest time by any 
other line. 

The Day Express bas eligant Day Coaches and Luxuriant 
Parlor Cars, from St Louis to Cincinnati, connecting with 
sleaper for Washington aud Boston, 

The Nigh Express has -leepers through without change. No 
other line'from St Louis runs Through Sleeping Cars to the 
NATIONAL CAPITAL. 


PALACE BUFFET SLEEPING CARS 


are run by the ‘‘O, & M.’' Night Express from 


ST. LOUIS to NEW YORK 


BATEY === 
Without Change in 39 Hours. 


BEST ROUTE TO JACKSONVILLE 
And Winter Resorts in the Southeast. 
The Double Daily Lines of Parlor Cars and Palace 
Sleeping Coaches by this Line from 
St Louis to Cincinnati & Louisville 
Taking direct connectionsat both points with morning and 
evening Express Trains, having Palace Hotel and Sleeping 
Cars to Chattanooga, Atlanta, Macon and Jacksonville with- 
out changea 


No Ferries or Transfers by this Route! 


he Only Line running a Sleeping Car 
of any description between 
St. Louis & Cincinnati. 


For Tickets, Rates, orn any particular information call ou 


icket Agents of connecting lines, West, Northwest and 
outhweSte 


Orin St Louis, at 101 & 103 N. Fourth Street. 


W. W. PEABODY, 
Pres't and General Manager, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


G D. BACON, Gen’l Western Passenger Agent, 
ST, LOUIS, MO 


W. B. SHATTUC, 


General Pass’r Agent. 


Bo o_ 
a sacl 


ONETIES: 


£3 TRAINS DAILY TO 23 
Kansas City. 
DIRECT CONNECTIONS AT 
Kansas City and Omaha 
TO ALL POINTS IN THE WEST. 
= Trains Dally To © 
Leavenworth, Atchison, 
nt, Joseph & Omaha. 


Elegant. Pullman Palace Sleeping and 
Buffet cars on all trains 


— Chair Cars Freep, — 


Tue [Ron Mountain ROUTE 


IS THE ONLY LINE DIRECT TO ALL POINTS IN 
ARKANSAS and TEXAS. 
ONLY ROUTE TO THE 
FAMOUS HOT SPRINGS. 
OF ARKANSAS. 

ONLY ONE CHANGE OF CARS BETWEEN 
St. Louis & Ban Flrancisco 
Solid Trains Through to 
Memphis, Tenn. and 
GALVESTON, TEXAS. 


Daily line of sleeping cars through to 


MEMPHIS & NEW ORLEANS. 


W. H. NEWMAN, 
Gen'l Trafic Manager. 


H. C. TOWNSEND, 
Gen'l Pass. and Tichst Agt 


ool: lO Was. 


UXURY! 


nee ) THE (— 
Bee Line Route! 


(I. & St. L. and C, C. C. & I. Ry’s.) 


With its New Equipment, Excellent 
Road Bed, and possessing every ap- 
pliance for Luxarious Travel known 
to be serviceable, offers to passengers 


for 


INDIANAPOLIS, CINCINNATI, 
CLEVELAND, BURPALO, 


—) AND ALL(—— 

NEW ENGLAND Cities 
Fast Time, Sure Connections, 
== 
Palace Sleeping Coaches. 


WHICH RUN THROUGH TO 


NEW YORK 


——AND——_ 


BOSTON 


WITHOUT CHANGE. 


To persons going WEST or SOUTHWEST on 
pleasuse or business, and t 


Western Land Seekers 


The accommodations offered by this Line are 
unsurpassed, Direct connections are made for 


all points in 

MISSOURI, ARKANSAS, 
TEXAS. KANSAS, 
NEBRASKA, COLORADO, 


CALIFORNIA & MEXICO, 
AVOIDING TRANSFERZ2DELAY 


If you contemplate a journey anywhere, do not 
complete your arrangmeuts until you have seen 
a BEE LINE Agent, who will furnish 


LOWEST RATES 


aud give full information. 


AT amiin (STF, LOUIS} 2s 


